Pebble Hills Regional Command
Citizen’s Advisory Board
Minutes

October 1, 2012

Call to order-6:06 pm

Invocation and Pledge-Tom Barrett
Member’s present-see sign in sheet
Guest’s present-Edward Frausto

New Member-Ms. Eleanor Jernigan-has met all requirements necessary for membership. CAB voted
unanimously in favor of membership.

At this point the meeting deviated from the agenda to accommodate our Officer of the Month, who was
unable to attend until 6:30 pm.

Presentation-Ms. Grace Ortiz and Mr. Felix Cabrera from Adult Protective Services.

Presentation began with a news story about a case of elderly abuse. The victim passed away while in
the care of highly educated family members. This clip was used as an example to show that this is a
widespread problem that has no boundaries, be it social, economical or educational.

The presentation continued with a slide show outlining the responsibilities of the APS. The Adult
Protective Services is much like Children’s Protective Services, however, its responsibilities are limited to
people over the age of 65 and those between the ages of 18-64 with disabilities. The mission of APS is
to protect these people from abuse, neglect and exploitation. APS can investigate abuse in home and
facility settings and follows the Chapter 48 Human Resource Code created by the TX legislature. This
can be found at www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us.

Things to note-in 65% of cases, the abuse or neglect is at the hands of family.

-persons names reporting the abuse are kept confidential.

-APS will document all cases with pictures.

-the focus of all investigations is the victim.

-legal action may include Emergency Orders of Protection, Injunctions against interference with an
investigation and guardianship referral to the Dept of Aging and Disability services.

-Most importantly, if a victim has the capacity to make simple decisions, they can refuse services,
regardless of their circumstances.

Each investigator in El Paso handles approximately 25 cases, with new cases daily. New policies have
been implemented to help investigators do their jobs more effectively. These include the use of credit
cards when emergency purchases are needed and the use of laptops and tablets to speed up the
paperwork process. Investigators have no arrest power; however they do not need subpoenas to obtain
any necessary records. Cases are kept on file for five years. The only way to report abuse to APS in on
the website at www.everyonesbusiness.org or the phone at 1-800-252-5400.

Officer of the Month-Det. Erika Rodriguez and civilian Christel Chavez are being honored for their efforts
on Aug. 11 when they observed a woman and her children walking along the road very early in the
morning. They rendered aide and drove the family to the MVRC while being chased by the



husband/father. An arrest was made and the family was safe thanks to these ladies. For their efforts,
they were each presented with a certificate and gift cards to local businesses.

Minutes-Two sets of minutes were available, one from the previous meeting and one for the called
meeting about the Spirit of Christmas fundraiser. Both were approved as written. Kuzma, McCain.

Committee Reports-

Pride Day-Sam’s has been contacted for donations and is expected to respond soon. Walgreens has
agreed to donate 10 cases of bottled water. Groups are still needed. CAB members encouraged to pass
out flyers and send e-mails. Kick off will be on Saturday morning prior to clean up at the NERC at 7:30
am. All are welcome to attend. All PHCC volunteers need be at PH command around 7:30 am, Saturday,
Oct. 13. There will be a roll-off trash container in the PHRCC parking lot and three containers at the
Oasis housing division.

Spirit of Christmas-tickets are still available for Las Terraza’s dinner. CAB has obtained permission
from the Wal-Mart on Montana (at Loop 375) to sell tickets in front of the store. Dates of the sales are
Oct. 14, 20, 21, Nov. 3 and 4. These are weekends and sales begin at 10 am. Volunteers are needed and
a sign-up sheet was utilized.

New Business-Officer of the Month Nominations for September

Off. Albert Lozano-was called on a burglary in progress near Red Sails. He was able to locate a subject
and once in custody, able to question him and get the names of his accomplices. He added two
juveniles from Hanks HS to his arrests for this burglary. (8 votes)

Officer Victoria Johnson-nominated for her continuing efforts and proactive approach in reducing
crime. She exceeds expectations and is devoted to meeting goals. (2 votes)

Officers Ernesto Ramirez, Antonio Gomez, Manny Baldarama and Ryan Otten (who was off duty)-
These officers responded to two robberies and were able to use store clerks to immediately identify the
suspects. A weapon was used in one robbery and arrests were made thanks to their diligence. (1 vote)
Officer Lozano will be presented as Officer of the Month for September.

Visitor Edward Frausto raised a concern about traffic and parking along Bayo Street in the area of
Eastwood (Album) Park, primarily on weekends. Concerned that vehicles were parking near fire
hydrants, too close to corners and across homeowners’ driveways.

Crime Stats-Still at +5%, with problems continuing in the same areas. Shoplifting and beer runs continue
to increase.

Gabe Sida-Please take Pride Day Flyers and distribute.
National Night Out Proclamation will take place at City Council on Oct. 2. PH area has 12 sites that will

participate in this event. Check with him for specifics.

Adjourn-7:50 pm Adams, Kuzma



