
CITY OF EL PASO, TEXAS 
AGENDA ITEM DEPARTMENT HEAD’S SUMMARY FORM 

 
 
DEPARTMENT: Planning and Inspections Department, Planning Division 
 
AGENDA DATE: Introduction: December 22, 2015 

Public Hearing: January 12, 2016 
 

CONTACT PERSON/PHONE: Larry F. Nichols, (915) 212-1550, nicholslf@elpasotexas.gov 
           Arturo Rubio, (915) 212-1613, rubioax@elpasotexas.gov  

DISTRICT(S) AFFECTED: All Districts 
 
SUBJECT: 
An Ordinance amending Title 20 (Zoning), Chapter 20.02 (General Provisions and Definitions), Chapter 
20.16 (Screening and Fencing), Section 20.16.020 (Mandatory Walls) Subsections A, B and H to amend the 
screening and fencing requirements.   The penalty is as provided for in Chapter 20.24 of the El Paso City 
Code. (All Districts) 
 
BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION: 
On December 17, 2015 the CPC recommended approval of the amendment on a 6-0 vote. 
 
PRIOR COUNCIL ACTION: 
No prior City Council action 
 
AMOUNT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
N/A 
 
BOARD / COMMISSION ACTION: 
City Plan Commission (CPC) – Approval recommendation 6-0 vote 
 
 

 
*******************REQUIRED AUTHORIZATION******************** 

 
 
LEGAL:  (if required) N/A FINANCE:  (if required) N/A 
 
 
DEPARTMENT HEAD:  Larry F. Nichols 
     Director, Planning and Inspections Department  
 
    _______________________________________________________ 
 
 
APPROVED FOR AGENDA: 
 
CITY MANAGER:  ___________________________________ DATE:  _______________ 
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M E M O R A N D U M 
 
 
DATE: December 14, 2015 
 
TO:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

Tommy Gonzalez, City Manager 
 
FROM: Arturo Rubio, Lead Planner, Planning and Inspections 
 
SUBJECT: Title 20 (Zoning) Amendment 
    
On December 17, 2015 the CPC recommended approval of the amendment on a 6-0 vote. 
 
 
 
No communication in support or opposition has been received.  
 
Attachments: Proposed Ordinance 
 
 

   









“Delivering Outstanding Services” 1 

     Title 20 Zoning Code Amendment 
 

Strategic Goal #3 Promote the Visual Image of El Paso 
 
3.1 Provide Business Friendly Permitting and Inspection Processes 
3.2 Improve the Visual Impression of the Community 

• General Provisions and Definitions and Mandatory Walls (Draft 
Ordinance Prepared) 
 

• The CPC recommended unanimous approval 6-0 
 

• There was no communication from the public in support or 
opposition to the proposed amendment. 
 



“Delivering Outstanding Services” 

Chapter 20.02 (General Provisions and 
Definitions) 
Add the following definition: 
 

20.02.559 Masonry Wall 
“Masonry wall” means a vertical barrier intended to provide 
visual screening and privacy constructed primarily of any 
combination of durable rock, brick or concrete.  For purposes of 
this Title, a masonry wall may include decorative elements of 
wrought-iron. 

 

2 



“Delivering Outstanding Services” 

Chapter 20.16.020. (Mandatory Walls) 
Delete the following sections in their entirety: 
 

• A.8. Within mixed-use districts, between residential uses and 
nonresidential uses or pursuant to the approved master zoning 
plan. 

 
• B.8. Within mixed-use districts, between residential uses and 

nonresidential uses by the owner of the property having the 
nonresidential use or pursuant to the approved master zoning 
plan. 
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“Delivering Outstanding Services” 

Chapter 20.16.020.H (Exceptions) 
Topographic Conditions and Nonresidential Uses 
Adjacent to Open Space (Reformat Existing Text) 

• Topographic Conditions.  
• Nonresidential Uses Adjacent to Open Space.   
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• Alternative Designs. In instances whereby a masonry wall is 
mandatory in accordance with Sections 20.16.020 A and B, the City 
Plan Commission may consider and make recommendation to City 
Council for an alternative screening and fencing design. 
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