
 

 

CITY OF EL PASO, TEXAS 

AGENDA ITEM DEPARTMENT HEAD’S SUMMARY FORM 
 

 

DEPARTMENT: Parks and Recreation 
 

AGENDA DATE: January 12, 2016 
 

CONTACT PERSON/PHONE:   Tracy Novak, Director (212-1708) 
 

DISTRICT(S) AFFECTED:    ALL 
 

STRATEGIC GOAL:  
Goal 4 - Enhance El Paso’s Quality of Life through Recreational, Cultural, and Educational Environments;  
  

SUBJECT: 
 
Discussion and action on a Resolution authorizing the Parks and Recreation Department to apply for Water 
Smart Grant through the United States Bureau of Reclamation in the amount of $300,000 for the purpose of 
water conservation and authorizing the City Manager to sign grant agreements, and to expend the funds on this 
project should the grant application be successful. 
 

BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION: 
The US Bureau of Reclamation Department is accepting grant applications for up to $300,000 in grant funds for 
water conservation projects.  The City recognizes water resources are a precious resource that needs to be 
conserved and used in the most sustainable way.  If awarded the grant, the City will seek to use the funds to 
modernize the irrigation delivery system used in parks and street medians throughout the City, using technology 
to control the amount of water used and only apply the amount needed for plant material to survive and thrive.  
Additionally, the City will seek to convert turf that is only used for ornamental purposes and replace it with 
xeriscape, a landscape design that uses native trees and shrubs, combined with rock mulch, to create a lush 
landscape without the need for turf.  The grant deadline for submittal is January 20, 2016, and if awarded the 
grant would be available by September 30, 2016, the City will have two years to complete the projects and 
utilize the funds.  The grant requires a one for one match of $300,000 from City funds for a total project cost of 
$600,000.  The City’s match is anticipated to be from water payments made to the City from EPWU. 
 
PRIOR COUNCIL ACTION: 
N/A 

 

AMOUNT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 

 
The grant requires 50% cash match. The total project budget is $600,000. The grant request is for $300,000. The 
City’s cash match of $300,000 is available from water payments made to the City from El Paso Water Utilities. 

 
BOARD / COMMISSION ACTION: 
N/A 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

*******************REQUIRED AUTHORIZATION******************** 
 

LEGAL:  (if required)__________________________ FINANCE:  (if required)_______________________ 
 

DEPARTMENT HEAD:____________________________________________________________________ 
  
 

APPROVED FOR AGENDA: 
 

CITY MANAGER: _____________________________________________ DATE: _______________ 






