
CITY OF EL PASO, TEXAS 

AGENDA ITEM DEPARTMENT HEAD'S SUMMARY FORM 

DEPARTMENT: 

AGENDA DATE: 

Parks and Recreation 

February 3, 2020 

CONTACT PERSON/PHONE: Joel McKnight, Assistant Director Parks and Recreation (212-1719) 

DISTRICT(S) AFFECTED: All 

STRATEGIC GOAL: 

Goal 4 - Enhance El Paso's Quality of Life through Recreational, Cultural, and Educational Environments; 

SUBJECT: 
A Resolution amending the Park Naming Policy to allow for City Council waivers of any requirement under 
this policy following events of historical and or cultural significance for the City of El Paso as determined by 
the El Paso City Council. 

BACKGROUND/ DISCUSSION: 
This revision relates to City Council authority 10 waive any requirement under the Park Naming Policy 
and allow for direct 11aming by City Council based on evcnls of historical and or cultural significance for 
the City of El Paso as determined by El Paso City Council. 

PRIOR COUNCIL ACTION: 
September 17, 2019-City Council updated the Park Naming Policy. 

AMOUNT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
NIA 

BOARD/ COMMISSION ACTION: 

N/A 

*******************REQUIRED AUTHORIZATION******************** 

LEGAL: (if required) ___ 

7
-=--�-=""IT� (if required)

DEPARTMENT HEAD: __ 
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APPROVED FOR AGENDA: 

CITY MANAGER: _______________ DATE: _____ _ 



RESOLUTION 
CITY CLERK DEPT

2020 JAN 28 AM9:58 

WHEREAS, on October 31, 2000, the El Paso City Council adopted the Park 
Naming/Changing Guidelines ("Guidelines") to establish criteria and procedure for the naming 
and renaming of City Parks & Recreation Department facilities; and 

WHEREAS, the Guidelines were last updated by City Council on September 17, 2019; 
and 

WHEREAS, the City Council desires to amend the Guidelines to allow waiver of any 
requirements under the policy following event of historical and/or community significance for the 
City of El Paso. 

NOW THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF EL PASO: 

That the City of El Paso Park Naming/Changing Guidelines be amended in its entirety to 
read as provided in Exhibit "A" attached to this resolution. 

APPROVED this ____ day of ______ ,. 2020. 

ATTEST: 

Laura D. Prine 
City Clerk 

Assistant City Attorney 

CITY OF EL PASO: 

Dee Margo 
Mayor 

APPROVED AS TO CONTENT: 

Tracy A. Novak, Director 
Parks & Recreation Department 

(Exhibit "A" on the following page) 
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EXHIBIT "A" 

PARK NAMING/CHANGING 

GUIDELINES 

The City of El Paso Parks and Recreation Department welcomes community participation in the park 
naming process. Your recommendations help to identify and capture the essence of each park's 
importance to the community. Every effort will be made to consider the significance of your 
nomination or tribute for this public park. Your participation is an integral part of the public parks 
system within our urban landscape and we appreciate your interest. 

The naming of an El Paso City Park or Recreation Facility is a serious matter. All names 
considered by the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board and ultimately the City Council 
should be above all significant, appropriate, considerate, and acceptable to the citizens 
of the City of El Paso. 

The purpose of this policy is to establish a uniform procedure for the naming or renaming 
of park property. The Park Naming/Changing Guidelines policy shall be maintained as 
a non-public forum. The City of El Paso intends to preserve its right and discretion to 
exercise full editorial control over the placement, content, appearance, and wording of 
the selected names. 

The El Paso City Council may grant waivers of any requirement under this policy 
following events of historical and or cultural significance for the City of El Paso as 
determined by the El Paso City Council. 

CRITERIA: 

Guideline for Naming or Renaming - City Parks and Recreation facilities may be named 
after the following: 
• Natural or Geographic Feature to the Area

o Acknowledges a prominent or unique natural or geographic feature in the
surrounding area j 

I • Historic Event, Person or Place 
o Preserves and honors the history of El Paso, its founders, and other

historical figures or landmarks
• Common Usage Identifying the Neighborhood

o Acknowledges the geographic location or common name that gives a
particular identity to a neighborhood

• Outstanding Individual (non-living) or Group
o They have contributed to the acquisition or development of the park/facility.
o They have provided significant contribution and credible service to the park

- ---------------------- -- - - -

P.\RK \!:\i\lli\G (rUIDELINES (Re\ t!->ed 02 0-l 20) P;1_'.'.1..' I 1 



EXHIBIT "A" 

system or an overall community benefit. 
o They have provided a culturally significant contribution to the surrounding

area or community in which the park/park facility exists.
• Benefit/Organizational Acknowledgement

o Acknowledges the significant benefit of a donation to the park system

Restrictions: 

• The name shall not duplicate the name of any other park or park facility
in El Paso.

• The name shall not endorse or advocate any religion or specific
religious belief, nor shall the name have an obscene connotation or
malevolently portray, demean, or intimidate any racial or ethnic group,
political candidates or adjudicated felons.

• Naming may not conflict with public grant funding policies established
by state and/or federal grant funding programs.

• Parks and facilities that are named by deed restriction by the donor
may not be renamed.

Renaming: 

The intent of naming is for permanent recognition, thus the renaming of a 
park is strongly discouraged. It is recommended that efforts to change a 
name be subject to the most crucial examination so as not to diminish the 
original justification for the name or discount the value of the prior 
contributors. If a park/park facility has been officially named through a 
formal/adopted process the park/park facility shall not be re-named 
without extraordinarily good reasons; meaning that the current name is 
ineffectual or inappropriate or for other substantial and compelling 
reasons. 

• Only Parks and facilities named for geographic location, outstanding
feature or subdivision should be considered for renaming. Parks
named by deed restriction cannot be considered for renaming.

• Official name established by City
)
Council through project development

for Water Parks and other parks facilities would require extraordinary
reasons for renaming.

Each eradowm,nt received for ttrie namirn€1 pf'§ park o� park facility shall be 
owned by tt:te City of El IRaso. 11:iach er:ldowtnent, the pra,ceeds therefrom, and 
th� income �Ad the principal bi!lance from time. tb time en Ilana, sflaflI Ile and 
rem@in p�yaple s9lely for the benefit of ttie Parks anti Recreation E>epaftiflent 
Upon receipt of, an �Rdowm§Rt, c:JAQ eonfirmation that the enaowment confirms 
to 11iese. guidelines �rid tnc!it tf.ie enaowment -and aoAof are acceptable ta the 
Gity, 1the Gity shallienter into a wfttten agreement with the donor and if applicafile1 

any spm,soring foundation, trust or s[m'ilarr entity, memoiializ1ng the matters set 
1f.ierein. l!Jpon exeeutlon of s�oh agreement er any addltional: related dGe::umeAt 
ijyall parties, tne Gify sflall cause the P,aliticulat·park or. park,facility,to be named 

---nrl,l.-.frln"'+W."A-h,� ♦1-."...,;.l"'"'"�n r,,,,...,..,._ NII .-nlnrl"\nl'nrt ♦" -"" ·""""""",-I rv"'lrl,""'""' .. rv·u•I, 



EXHIBIT "A" 

PROCEDURES FOR NAMING AND RENAMING PARK PROPERTY 

9. Obtain an agplieation.
An apglicatJQn may be opt�ined by visiting tfle- Gity of El Paso Parks andl
Reereation 0epartment on the 2 nd floor o fG;ity 3 or by a,c c e s  s i'n.g the, City's
Webslte(nttp://www.elpasotexas.gov/parks/).

10. ComP.lete the ap�lication in its entirety
1•11• Tne a[)plicant should obtain 50 original signatures

Anyone requesting a specific name, exceRt those off�ring an endowment in 
exchange, sh�II show the- sugport of at least 50 ,peoP.le (within a mile radius of the 
pafk), by having them, present daring all hearings or obtaining their, signatures and 
addresses. 

12 .. Enclose a full biography of the persen nominated (if apglicable) 
In- the event that the name of a deceased pe_rsora is proposed, that person shall 
have been deceasea for at least one year before consideration, shall have been 
prominent in El Paso or elsewnefe and shall have demo_nstrated a continued 
commitment and made a substantial contribution to the PafRs and Recreation 
Department and/or, City. 

- · 

• 1F?ersons not associated with parks may be considered but shall meet all 
other criteria. Any living person proposed shall have,-made a worthy ai:id 
extraordinary endowment to tlie Parks and Recreation Department, or; be 
extremely prominent locally, nationally or internationally. 

• When park property is named for �m individ4al, this action in no way gives
the iRdividual or family members naming rights over other features on tfle
�roperty .. Features within ,the facility or.on the, property will remain eligible
for,naming without the cons�nt of-the rndividual or family members for. wtircn
th� property is currently named. ,

13. Submit an application to the Parks �nd-Recreation l:>epartment

14. The applicant will be notified· by the Parks and Recre�tion Department of the
scheduled meeting elate of the Park Naming Suboommittee. "fhe �PP.ligant
requ�sting the P@rk n�ming or name change must •attend the scheduled Part<
Naming. Subcommittee meeting.

� 5. Applf gant �hould be preplred to fnals_e a presentation that justifies the 
reeomrnenaea name at the Park Namirag Subcommittee meeting. The� sh�II b� 
an open disc1:1ssien on the proposed name. Tihe Subcommittee sttall deoide by 
majofity vote wliletffier the shoice adheres to the,guigelines stat�d ar.id the name­
is @�ceptable. 

16. �be Park Naming Subcommittee wm, furward a reeomm�ndatlon to the full P.atks
and Recreatioi:i Advisory Board vta a scheduled meeting.
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9. The applicant will be notified by the Parks and Recreation Department of
scheduled Parks and Recreation Advisory Board Meeting. The applicant
requesting the park naming or name ch�nge must attend the scheduled Parks and
Recreation Advi;;ory Board Meeting

10.Applicant sh�uld be prepared to make a presentation that justifies the
recommended name to the Park and Recreation Advisory Board meeting. There
shall be a n  open discussion on the proposed name. The Board shall decide
by majority vote whether the choice adheres to the guidelines stated and
the name is acceptable.

11.The f inal  recommendation of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board
sh a 11 be forwarded to the Mayor and City Council for consideration and vote.

12.Applicant should be prepared to attend the City Council Meeting.

The individual(s) or group that requests a specific name for a park or park facility shall 
incur the customary costs associated with the naming or renaming of a park or park 
facility, such as installing or replacing signs with the park name or other signs posted or 
affixed for a facility. Proposed signs shall be acceptable to both the Parks and 
Recreation Department and the individual(s) or group making the request. Those 
individuals or groups offering endowments in exchange for naming a park or park facility 
shall not incur these costs. 

' 

I 
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