
CITY OF EL PASO, TEXAS 
AGENDA ITEM  

DEPARTMENT HEAD’S SUMMARY FORM 
 
DEPARTMENT: Planning and Inspection Department, Planning Division  
 
AGENDA DATE: Introduction – March 3, 2020 
 
PUBLIC HEARING DATE: March 31, 2020 
 
CONTACT PERSON NAME AND PHONE NUMBER:    
Philip F. Etiwe, (915) 212-1553, etiwepf@elpasotexas.gov 
Andrew Salloum, (915) 212-1603, salloumam@elpasotexas.gov 
 
DISTRICT(S) AFFECTED: 3 
 
STRATEGIC GOAL: #3 Promote the Visual Image of El Paso 
 
SUBGOAL:  3.1 Provide business friendly permitting and inspection processes 
  3.2 Improve the visual impression of the community 
 
SUBJECT: 
An Ordinance granting Special Permit No. PZST20-00001, to allow for a 75 ft. Ground-mounted Personal Wireless 
Service Facility on the property described a portion of Lot 1, Block 1, El Paso Community College Valle Verde 
Campus, 919 Hunter Drive, City of El Paso, El Paso County, Texas, pursuant to Section 20.10.455 of the El Paso 
City Code.  The penalty being as provided in Chapter 20.24 of the El Paso City Code. Subject Property: 919 
Hunter Drive. Property Owner: EL Paso Community College. PZST20-00001 (District 3)  
 
BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION: 
On February 20, 2020, The CPC reviewed and recommended approval of the subject property request.  
 
PRIOR COUNCIL ACTION: 
There is no prior City Council action on this special permit application. 
 
AMOUNT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
N/A 
 
 
 
 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

*******************REQUIRED AUTHORIZATION******************** 
 
DEPARTMENT HEAD: 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Philip F. Etiwe, Director 
Planning and Inspection Department  

  
  





















 
 
 

M E M O R A N D U M 
 
 
DATE:  February 24, 2020 
 
TO:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

Tommy Gonzalez, City Manager 
 
FROM: Andrew Salloum, Senior Planner 
 
SUBJECT: PZST20-00001 
    
 
The City Plan Commission (CPC), on February 20, 2020, voted 7-0 to recommend approval of the special permit 
to allow for the placement of a ground-mounted personal wireless service facility (PWSF) on the proposed site in 
R-F (Ranch and Farm) zone district.  
 
The CPC found that the special permit is in conformance with Plan El Paso. The CPC also determined that the 
special permit protect the best interest, health, safety and welfare of the public in general; that the proposed use 
is compatible with adjacent land uses; and the special permit will have no negative effect on the natural 
environment, social economic conditions, and property values in the vicinity and the city as a whole. 
 
The Planning Division did not receive any communication in support or opposition to the special permit request. 
 
Property Owner: El Paso Community College    
Representative: Romano & Associates, LLC.   
 
Attachments:  
Staff report  

  



 

919 Hunter Drive 
 

City Plan Commission — February 20, 2020 
 
CASE NUMBER: PZST20-00001 
CASE MANAGER: Andrew Salloum, 915-212-1603, SalloumAM@elpasotexas.gov 
PROPERTY OWNER: El Paso Community College   
REPRESENTATIVE: Romano & Associates, LLC  
LOCATION: 919 Hunter Drive (District 3) 
PROPERTY AREA: 0.02-acres 
EXISTING ZONING: R-F (Ranch and Farm)   
REQUEST: Special Permit to allow a Personal Wireless Service Facility (PWSF) in 

R-F (Ranch and Farm) zone district   
RELATED APPLICATIONS: None 
PUBLIC INPUT: No support or opposition received  
 
SUMMARY OF REQUEST: The applicant is requesting a special permit as required by El Paso City 
Code Section 20.10.455.D. to allow for the placement of a ground-mounted personal wireless 
service facility (PWSF) on the proposed site in R-F (Ranch and Farm) zone district.   
 
SUMMARY OF DCC RECOMMENDATION: The Development Coordinating Committee (DCC) 
recommend approval of the special permit for a Personal Wireless Service Facility (PWSF) in R-F 
(Ranch and Farm) zone district.  The proposal meets all the requirements of 20.10.455 PWSF, 
20.04.320 Special Permit, and 20.04.150, Detailed Site Development Plan. 
 

 
Figure A. Subject Property & Immediate Surroundings 
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DESCRIPTION OF REQUEST:  
The applicant is requesting a special permit to allow for the placement of a new ground-mounted personal wireless 
service facility (PWSF) in the R-F (Ranch and Farm) zone district as required by El Paso City Code Section 
20.10.455.D. The site plan shows a 952 sq. ft. lease area for a 75 ft. high structure with antennas and service 
equipment enclosure. The antennas and support structure will be camouflaged to resemble a light pole, while the 
equipment will be screened with a concrete masonry unit (CMU) wall. The new tower is also providing space for 
collocation in the future. The proposed PWSF meets all setback and height requirements for location in an R-F 
(Ranch and Farm) district. The applicant opted to request a landscape buyout as permitted by the landscaping 
ordinance for PWSF facilities. There are no other PWSF facilities within one-half mile of the subject property. A 
maintenance access easement off a private driveway within the subject property proposed from Phoenix Avenue 
and Hunter Drive. This application was submitted prior to the adoption of the new PWSF Standards on January 7, 
2020 and is being considered against the standards in effect at the time of its submittal on January 6, 2020. 
 
 

COMPLIANCE WITH PERSONAL WIRELESS SERVICE FACILITY REQUIREMENTS (20.10.455.F) 
Criteria Does the Request Comply? 
Ground-mounted PWSF antenna support structures 
and appurtenant equipment storage facilities are 
permitted by special permit with the following 
restrictions: 
a. Setbacks. 
i. A setback of three feet for each foot of height, 
measured from the PWSF antenna support structure 
base to any abutting property line of property in a 
residential or apartment zoning district, shall be 
required. In the case where a right-of-way or easement 
separates the property from a residential or apartment 
district, the width of such right-of-way or easement 
shall be included in meeting the setback requirement; 
provided, however, the setback from any abutting 
property line of property in a residential or apartment 
district shall never be less than one foot for each foot 
of height, measured from the PSWF antenna support 
structure base. 

Yes. The proposed PWSF meets the setback 
requirement includes right-of-way and easement of the 
R-F zone district.   

c. Separation Between PWSF Antenna Support 
Structures. The minimum separation distance between 
ground-mounted PWSF antenna support structures 
shall be one-half mile. 

There are no other ground-mounted PWSF within one-
half mile buffer of the subject property. 

G. All ground-mounted PWSF located in residential and 
apartment zoning districts shall be camouflaged. 
Camouflaging is a method of disguising or concealing 
the appearance of an object by changing its usual color, 
modifying its shape, or locating it in a structure that 
complements the natural setting, existing and 
surrounding structures. In the context of this section, 
camouflaging includes, but is not limited to, making 
PWSF antenna support structures resemble man-made 
trees, locating PWSF antenna support structures in bell 
steeples or clock towers, or on similar alternative-
design mounting structures. 

The PWSF is proposed 75 ft. pole lights included 
concealment shroud.  

i. Screening Fence. A six-foot high screening wall or 
fence of other than chain-link shall be constructed 
around the base of a PWSF antenna support structure 
to provide for security 

The PWSF is proposed 9 ft. concrete masonry unit wall 
with brick veneer to match existing brickwork on 
campus. 
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COMPLIANCE WITH PLAN EL PASO GOALS & POLICIES – When evaluating whether a 
proposed special permit is in accordance with Plan El Paso, consider the following factors: 
Criteria Does the Request Comply? 
Future Land Use Map: Proposed PWSF is compatible 
with the Future Land Use designation for the property: 

G-4 Suburban (Walkable) 
This sector applies to modern single-use 
residential subdivisions and office parks, large 
schools and parks, and suburban shopping 
centers. This sector is generally stable but would 
benefit from strategic suburban retrofits to 
supplement the limited housing stock and add 
missing civic and commercial uses. 

Yes. The subject property, and the proposed 
development for it, meet the intent of the G-4, 
Suburban (Walkable) Future Land Use Map 
designation. 

Compatibility with Surroundings: The proposed 
zoning district is compatible with those surrounding 
the site: 

R-F (Ranch and Farm) District: The purpose of this 
district is to provide for primarily fallow or 
agricultural areas within the city and to protect 
and conserve these areas within and adjacent to 
urban development. It is intended that this district 
afford areas where semi-rural (very-low density) 
residential and agricultural uses can be 
maintained without impairment from higher 
density residential, commercial or industrial 
development. The regulations of this district are 
designed to protect, stabilize and enhance the 
development of agricultural resources and to 
prohibit those activities that would adversely 
affect the urban-rural characteristics of this 
district. 

Yes. PWSF is permitted in the R-F District with special 
permit approval and the proposal meets all 
dimensional requirements.  
 

THE PROPOSED PROJECT’S EFFECT ON THE PROPERTY AND SURROUNDING PROPERTY, AFTER EVALUATING 
THE FOLLOWING FACTORS: 
Historic District or Special Designations & Study Area 
Plans: Any historic district or other special 
designations that may be applicable. Any adopted 
small areas plans, including land-use maps in those 
plans. 

The subject property is not within an Historic or other 
overlay district, and there are no study area plans which 
govern this area.  
 

Potential Adverse Effects: Potential adverse effects 
that might be caused by approval or denial of the 
requested rezoning. 

No adverse impacts are anticipated from the proposed 
off-site parking use on the subject property. The 
proposed layout is consistent with all applicable codes 
and is not expected to cause adverse impacts to 
surrounding properties. Its neighboring parcels to the 
north, south, east, and west are also surface parking 
lots. 

Natural Environment: Anticipated effects on the 
natural environment. 

The subject property is within an area designated in 
Plan El Paso as an area where development is 
encouraged, and it is not within an area identified in as 

j. Access Driveway. The access driveway and off-street 
parking space for use by maintenance vehicles shall be 
paved as approved by the building official. 

A maintenance access easement off a private driveway 
within the subject property proposed from Phoenix 
Avenue and Hunter Drive.  
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COMPLIANCE WITH PLAN EL PASO GOALS & POLICIES – When evaluating whether a 
proposed special permit is in accordance with Plan El Paso, consider the following factors: 

open space to be preserved. It is not within an arroyo 
or either the Mountainside or Hillside Development 
areas, or any other area identified as environmentally 
sensitive. 

Stability: Whether the area is stable or in transition. The subject property is within a stable neighborhood 
that has  within an area that has seen significant 
commercial uses, manufacturing uses, apartments, and 
community college.   

Socioeconomic & Physical Conditions: Any changed 
social, economic, or physical conditions that make the 
existing zoning no longer suitable for the property. 

No changed social, economic, or physical conditions 
that make the existing zoning no longer suitable for the 
property.  

 
 
SUMMARY OF DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW COMMENTS: No objections to proposed special permit and detailed 
site development plan approval. No reviewing departments had any comments. Applicant is responsible for 
obtaining all applicable permits and approvals prior to any construction or change in occupancy. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: The subject property falls within the boundary of the Rosedale Neighborhood Association, 
Mission Valley Civic Association, and Corridor 20 Civic Association. It was contacted as required by 20.04.520. 
Notice of a Public Hearing was mailed to all property owners within 300 feet of the subject property on February 6, 
2020. The Planning Division did not receive any communication in support or opposition to the Special Permit 
request. 
 
RELATED APPLICATIONS: None.  
 
CITY PLAN COMMISSION OPTIONS: 
The purpose of the Zoning Ordinance is to promote the health, safety, morals and general welfare of the 
City. The City Plan Commission (CPC) has the authority to advise City Council on Zoning matters. In 
evaluating the request, the CPC may take any of the following actions: 
1. Recommend Approval of the special permit request, finding that the request is in conformance 

with the review criteria of Plan El Paso as reflected in the Staff Report, or that the request is in 
conformance with other criteria that the CPC identifies from the Comprehensive Plan. (Staff 
Recommendation) 

2. Recommend Approval of the special permit request With Modifications to bring the request into 
conformance with the review criteria of Plan El Paso as reflected in the Staff Report, or other 
criteria that the CPC identifies from the Comprehensive Plan. 

3. Recommend Denial of the special permit request, finding that the request does not conform to 
the review criteria of Plan El Paso as reflected in the Staff Report, or other criteria that the CPC 
identifies from the Comprehensive Plan. 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Detailed Site Plan 
2. Simulation Photos 
3. Project Purpose Statement 
4. Collocation Impossible Statement 
5. Landscape buyout request letter 
6. Future Land Use Map 
7. Department Comments 
8. Neighborhood Notification Boundary Map 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

 
  



PZST20-00001 6 February 20, 2020 

 



PZST20-00001 7 February 20, 2020 

 
 
 
 

  



PZST20-00001 8 February 20, 2020 

ATTACHMENT 2 
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ATTACHMENT 3 
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ATTACHMENT 4 
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ATTACHMENT 5 
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ATTACHMENT 6 
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ATTACHMENT 7 
Planning and Inspections Department  

Recommended approval of the special permit.  

Planning and Inspections Department – Land Development 

No objections.  
 

TxDOT 
Proposed development is not abutting TxDOT right of way.  Therefore, TxDOT has no comment. 

Fire Department 

Recommend approval. 

Sun Metro 

No objections.  

El Paso Water 

EPWater does not object to this request. 

Water: 

There is an existing 8-inch diameter water main extending along a 20-foot easement, that follows the 
alignment of Deportes Road. This water main is available for service. 

EPWater records indicate a 4-inch yard meter and 2-inch water meter serving the subject property.  The 
address for those services is 7345 North Loop Drive. Also records indicate a FL with the address 919 Hunter 
Drive. 

Previous water pressure from fire hydrant #4506 located at northwest of El Paso Community College, has 
yielded a static pressure of 90 psi, a residual pressure of 80 psi, and a discharge of 1,300 gallons per 
minute. The owner should, for his own protection and at his own expense, install at the discharge side of 
each water meter a pressure regulator, strainer and relief valve, to be set for pressure as desired by the 
customer. The Lot owner shall be responsible for the operation and maintenance of the above-described 
water pressure regulating device. 

Sanitary Sewer: 

There is an existing 12-inch diameter sanitary sewer main extending along a 20-foot storm drain 
easement, located approximately 5-feet east of and parallel to the 20-feet storm drain easement. This 
sanitary sewer main is available for service. 

General: 

EPWater requires a new service application to provide additional services to the property. New service 
applications are available at 1154 Hawkins, 3rd floor and should be made 6 to 8 weeks in advance of 
construction to ensure water for construction work. A site plan, utility plan, grading and drainage plans, 
landscaping plan, the legal description of the property and a certificate-of-compliance are required at the 
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time of application. Service will be provided in accordance with the current EPWater Rules and 
Regulations. The applicant is responsible for the costs of any necessary on-site and off-site extensions, 
relocations or adjustments of water and sanitary sewer lines and appurtenances. 

El Paso Water – Stormwater Engineering 

EPWater - SW has reviewed the case distribution described above and has no objections to the proposal. 
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ATTACHMENT 8 
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LEARN MORE

Recommendation | Public Input

Strategic Goal #3 Promote the Visual Image of El Paso

3.1 Provide business fr iendly permitt ing and inspection processes

3.2 Improve the visual impression of the community

Planning Division and DCC recommendation:
Approval

CPC Vote:
Approval (7-0)

Public Input:
• The Planning Division has not received communication support or 

opposition to the special permit request.
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THANK YOU
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