
CITY OF EL PASO, TEXAS 
AGENDA ITEM 

AGENDA SUMMARY FORM 

DEPARTMENT:  ​Mayor & Council 

AGENDA DATE: ​03.31.20 

CONTACT PERSON NAME AND PHONE NUMBER:  ​Representative​ ​Cassandra Hernandez 
 915.212.0003 

DISTRICT(S) AFFECTED:   ​District 3 

STRATEGIC GOAL: ​4: ENHANCE EL PASO’S QUALITY OF LIFE THROUGH RECREATIONAL, 
CULTURAL AND EDUCATIONAL ENVIRONMENTS 

SUBJECT: 
APPROVE a resolution / ordinance / lease to do what? OR AUTHORIZE the City              
Manager to do what? Be descriptive of what we want Council to approve.             
Include $ amount if applicable. 
Discussion and Action on naming facilities within the new Community Center located at the              
7300 Block of Alameda Ave. in District 3, to the Enrique Moreno Library and Steve Yellen                
Gymnasium.  

BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION: 
Discussion of the what, why, where, when, and how to enable Council to have reasonably               
complete description of the contemplated action. This should include attachment of bid            
tabulation, or ordinance or resolution if appropriate. What are the benefits to the City of this                
action?  What are the citizen concerns? 
The new 2012 Quality of Life combo community center will encompass a gymnasium and library. In effort to honor                   
two individuals who have contributed their passion and expertise to El Paso, neighborhood support was sought and                 
provided in advocacy for naming the center’s library after Enrique Moreno and its gymnasium after Steve Yellen. 

PRIOR COUNCIL ACTION: 
Has the Council previously considered this item or a closely related one? 
Yes. 

AMOUNT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
How will this item be funded? Has the item been budgeted? If so, identify              
funding source by account numbers and description of account. Does it require            
a budget transfer? 
No additional costs, as center is still in construction, signage is already incorporated into              
plans. 













 

      
  
  
  
  

 
 

March 24, 2020 
  
  
Dear Mayor and Council, 
  

In anticipation of the City’s new community combo center located at 7600 Alameda, I am 
submitting my support of the application to name this location the Valle Bajo Community Center, a hub 
that is being constructed in the heart of the Lower Valley. In addition, I am in support of naming its library 
after respected El Paso lawyer, Enrique Moreno, who passed away last year. The name Valle Bajo is not 
only representative of our border city’s Spanish speaking culture but also the historic geographical location 
of this neighborhood in which it’s residents are proud to be from. Just as the center’s proposed name is 
illustrative of the dual life of living on the border, so was the life of Enrique Moreno. 

 
Born in Chihuahua and moving to El Paso at a young age, he is a model to Dreamers. In attending Harvard 
for his undergrad and law degree, he is an inspiration to those who receive their higher education outside 
of El Paso, to return to serve the city that raised them. Throughout his legal career, he represented the 
disenfranchised, taking on a landmark racial profiling case and representing migrants. For a man who spent 
much of his time reading, naming the library after him will be an honorary reminder of his contributions to 
law and social justice.  
  
Both names of Valle Bajo for center as a whole and Enrique Moreno for the library meld together the 
significance of our heritage and of those who strive to protect it. Young students who will utilize the center 
and attend this library can learn of all that can be accomplished through hard work, education and 
admiration for the border experience, hopefully encouraging them to follow the path of achievement, not 
only for themselves but for their community. 
 
Through Mr. Moreno’s expertise and devotion to El Paso, many community leaders, like myself, were 
guided and mentored by him. And, whether it be at the library, flat fields, gymnasium, this Lower Valley 
neighborhood can be proud of their experiences at the Valle Bajo Community Center, where a sense of 
community and a desire for progress can be instilled in its users. For all this, I ask that you consider the 
name of Valle Bajo for the center and Enrique Moreno for the library. Thank you. 
  
Sincerely, 

 
César J. Blanco  
Texas State Representative  
House District 76 – El Paso  
 
 
CC: Ms. Norman Martinez, Interim Director, El Paso Public Libraries 






