
CITY OF EL PASO, TEXAS 
AGENDA ITEM  

DEPARTMENT HEAD’S SUMMARY FORM 
 
DEPARTMENT: Mayor and Council  
 
AGENDA DATE: April 30, 2019 
 
CONTACT PERSON NAME AND PHONE NUMBER:   Representative Alexandra Annello 212.0002 
              Representative Peter Svarzbein 212.0001 
 
DISTRICT(S) AFFECTED:  All 
 
STRATEGIC GOAL:   
Goal 4 - Enhance El Paso’s Quality of Life through Recreational, Cultural and Educational Environments 
 
SUBJECT: 
APPROVE a resolution / ordinance / lease to do what?  OR AUTHORIZE the City Manager to do what?  
Be descriptive of what we want Council to approve.  Include $ amount if applicable. 
Discussion and action on the creation of a conservation easement on the Knapp Land Purchase Agreement. 
 
 
BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION: 
Discussion of the what, why, where, when, and how to enable Council to have reasonably complete 
description of the contemplated action.  This should include attachment of bid tabulation, or 
ordinance or resolution if appropriate.  What are the benefits to the City of this action?  What are the 
citizen concerns? 
The purpose of creating this easement is to take a proactive approach to the preservation of El Paso’s natural 
resources and assets. 
 
PRIOR COUNCIL ACTION: 
Has the Council previously considered this item or a closely related one? 
- February 6, 2018, the City Manager was authorized to execute a contract of sale and accept a donation of 
and from Palo Verde Properties, L.P. and Jennifer Walker Hill. 
 
- August 22, 2017, Thunder Canyon. 
 
- November 6, 2012, defined terms and protections of conserved lands. 
 
 
AMOUNT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
How will this item be funded?  Has the item been budgeted?  If so, identify funding source by account 
numbers and description of account.  Does it require a budget transfer? 
N/A 
 
 
 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

*******************REQUIRED AUTHORIZATION******************** 
 

DEPARTMENT HEAD:
 ________________________________________________________________________ 

(If Department Head Summary Form is initiated by Purchasing, client 
department should sign also) 

 

























QUALITY OF LIFE BOND  
OPEN SPACE LAND ACQUISITION 

Feb. 6, 2018 



History of the Open Space Acquisition Project 
 
• 2000s Open Space advocates started to push for large open space 

acquisitions around the Castner Range area. 
• November 6, 2012 People of El Paso voted for the Quality of Life Bond 

• $5,000,000 in funding dedicated to Open Space 
• August 22, Council directed staff to negotiate acquisition of property. 

 
 

 
 

 
 



Specific Principles of the Open Space Plan 
 
• Preserve the Natural Environment of El Paso 

 
• Emphasize Linkage and Connectivity 

 
• Focus on Effective Size of Acquisitions 

 
• Accessibility/Proximity to Open Space in Every Part of the City 

 
• Preserve the Heritage of El Paso 

 
• Preserve Areas that Provide Multiple Benefits 



ZONING DEFINTIONS OF OPEN SPACE 
  
20.02.654 - Open space, public. 
"Public open space" means the land dedicated to and accepted by the City of El 
Paso that is specifically designated as open area to remain undisturbed in its natural 
state. 
20.02.648 - Open space. 
"Open space" means an area that is intended to provide light and air and is 
designed for either scenic or recreational purposes. Open space may include, but is 
not limited to, lawns, decorative planting, desert areas, foothills, walkways, active 
and passive recreation areas, hike and bike trails, equestrian trail nodes, picnic 
benches and shelters, scenic lookouts, viewing shelters, shade structures, 
playgrounds, fountains, river banks, swimming pools, wooded areas and water 
courses, and restrooms. The calculation of required open space shall not include 
driveways, parking lots or other surfaces designed or intended for vehicular travel 
or storage. 
 
DEFINTION OF OPEN SPACE IN THE “GREEN INFRASTRUCTUE PLAN FOR EL PASO 
  
Open Space is any area that has not been developed or that currently has no 
significant structures on it.  These spaces have some combination of natural scenic 
beauty, natural resources that are deemed worthy of preservation, or have a 
cultural or historic significance to the area or region.  Open space lands may be 
under public or private ownership. 



Knapp Properties 





• Appraised Value= $3,830,000 
• Purchase Price = $3,500,000 

Appraised Value 



Questions? 



PSB has agreed to spend their 10% funds to acquire land 
+/- 156 ac 
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