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ORDINANCE NO.   

 

 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO SIGN A LEASE WITH 

EL PASO INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR A COMBINED 99,921 SQUARE 

FOOT LEASED PROPERTY CONSISTING OF 1) AN 81,721 SQUARE FOOT 

PROPERTY THAT INCLUDES ALL OF BLOCK 70, ALEXANDER ADDITION AND A 

PORTION OF ST. VRAIN STREET VACATED IN THE CITY OF EL PASO, WHICH IS 

A PORTION OF TOM LEA PARK, AND 2) THE 18,200 SQUARE FOOT WEST ONE-

HALF OF VIRGINIA STREET VACATED IN THE CITY OF EL PASO FOR A 99 

YEAR TERM.  CONSIDERATION WILL BE A 99 YEAR LEASE OF DISTRICT 

PROPERTY IN NORTHEAST EL PASO FOR CITY’S USE AS A PUBLIC PARK.  

 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of El Paso (“City”) and the El Paso Independent School District 

(“District”) are political subdivisions of the State of Texas, and are authorized to provide 

recreational and education services;  

 

 WHEREAS, the District and the City are interested in exchanging properties by lease to 

the other party in order to develop the properties for such governmental recreation and educational 

purposes; 

 

 WHEREAS, in 1943, the City and District entered into a lease for a portion of the Tom Lea 

Park property for any purpose in connection with and related to the conduct and operation of the 

public schools and the District has operated certain educational and related facilities on the leased 

property pursuant to that lease, which has expired;   

  

 WHEREAS, the District seeks the lease of a combined 99,921 square foot property 

consisting of 1) a 81,721 square foot property that includes all of Block 70, Alexander Addition 

and a portion of St. Vrain Street vacated in the City Of El Paso, which is a portion of Tom Lea 

Park further described as Parcel 2 in Exhibit A attached hereto, and 2) a 18,200 square foot west 

one-half of vacated Virginia Street (near the intersection with Shuster Street) owned by the City in 

fee and proposed to be concurrently vacated further described as Parcel 1 in Exhibit A 

(collectively, the “Tom Lea/EPHS Site”), so that the District may operate and maintain certain 

school and related facilities for the adjacent El Paso High School;  

 

 WHEREAS, City staff has recommended that the City lease the Tom Lea/EPHS Site to the 

District in exchange and in consideration for the District’s concurrent lease to the City of a 

110,808 square foot property that is adjacent to Wainwright Elementary School in Northeast El 

Paso (“Wainwright Site”) so that the City may construct facilities for park and recreational uses 

in an underserved area;  
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 WHEREAS, concurrent with this approval, the City Council adopted a resolution 

approving the lease of a portion of Tom Lea Park to the District for the school use and determined 

that there is no feasible and prudent alternative to the use of the park land and the proposed plans for 

the school use include all reasonable planning to minimize harm to the land as a park resulting from 

the use; and 

 

 WHEREAS, City staff recommends that the City enter into the 99 year lease to the District 

for the combined 99,921 square foot Tom Lea Park/vacated street land for the District’s school and 

related program facilities.  

 

 

 THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

EL PASO: 

 

 That the City Manager is hereby authorized to sign, on behalf of the City of El Paso, a 

Lease with El Paso Independent School District of a combined 99,921 square foot property 

consisting of 1) a 81,721 square foot property that includes all of Block 70, Alexander Addition 

and a portion of St. Vrain Street vacated in the City Of El Paso, which is a portion of Tom Lea 

Park further described as parcel 2 in Exhibit A attached hereto,  and 2) a 18,200 square foot west 

one-half of vacated Virginia Street (near the intersection with Shuster Street) owned by the City in 

fee and proposed to be concurrently vacated further described as Parcel 1 in Exhibit A 

(collectively, the “Tom Lea/EPHS Site”), for a 99 year term, so that the District may operate and 

maintain certain school and related facilities for the adjacent El Paso High School, which 

consideration shall be a 99 year lease of property in Northeast El Paso from El Paso Independent 

School District for City’s use as a park; and City Manager is further authorized to sign all 

documents necessary to effectuate this transaction.   

 

 

  PASSED AND APPROVED on this the _____ day of _____________, 2014. 

 

      THE CITY OF EL PASO 

 

 

      _______________________________ 

      Oscar Leeser  

      Mayor 

ATTEST:  

 

_____________________________ 

Richarda Duffy Momsen,  

City Clerk 
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APPROVED AS TO FORM:  APPROVED AS TO CONTENT: 

 

 

___________________________  ____________________________________ 

Bertha A. Ontiveros    Cary Westin, Director 

Senior Assistant City Attorney  Economic & International Development Dept. 

 

 

      ____________________________________ 

      Tracy Novak, Director 

Parks and Recreation Department 

 


























































