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C I T Y  O F  E L  P A S O

REVISIONS TO CHAPTER 20.20
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• Promote the visual image of El Paso. 

STRATEGIC GOAL 3
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• Purpose of the meeting is to remove a portion of language from Chapter 

20.20.

• Ordinance was approved in 1978 and amended in 2006.

PRESENTATION OVERVIEW
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LEARN MORE

Chronology

• Approved in 1978.

• Amended in 2006. 

• Work sessions – from June 2016 to the present 

C h a p t e r  2 0 . 2 0  
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LEARN MORE

Purpose of the revisions
C h a p t e r  2 0 . 2 0  

• Changes  a re  to  s t reaml ine  the  o rd inance ,  make  i t  more  e f f i c ien t ,  

and  c rea te  a  shor te r  p rocess ing  t ime.  

• To  address  gaps  such  as  exp i ra t ion  da tes  on  app l i ca t ions ,  

documenta t ion  submi t ta l ,  and  the  fee  fo r  an  appea l

• To  address  demol i t i on  by  neg lec t

• To  address  v io la t ions

• To  remove res t r i c t ions  fo r  p roper t ies  l i s ted  on  the  Nat iona l  

Reg is te r  o f  H is to r i c  P laces

• To  p rov ide  c la r i f i ca t ion  fo r  p roper ty  owners ,  a rch i tec ts ,  and  

con t rac to rs

• To  improve  e f f i c iency  so  s ta f f  has  be t te r  d i rec t ion  and  p roper ty  

owners  can  ge t  th rough  the  p rocess  fas te r
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20.20.080 – A.1
C h a p t e r  2 0 . 2 0  

• Remove the language from 20.20.080 – A.1 first and take to City Council for approval. 

The language in the city’s ordinance is in contradiction with the federal language stating that properties on 
the National Register are not subject to restrictions. This language is delaying the County’s survey of 
Downtown.  The County won’t continue the survey until this is removed.  Option 1 is to remove this first 
before approving all the changes. 

A. No person or entity shall construct, reconstruct, alter, change, remove, demolish or fail to maintain, 
any of the following, unless a certificate of appropriateness or a certificate of demolition has been 
approved by the HLC or approval granted through administrative review: 

1. Any permanent feature on a property listed as a Texas Antiquities Landmark or on the National 
Register of Historic Places; 
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Reasons to remove the language
C h a p t e r  2 0 . 2 0

• National Register listing is an honorific meaning there are no restrictions placed on the property 
except if federal funding is being used or if the owner wants to take advantage of the tax credits. 

• National Register listing will not restrict the rights of private property owners in the use, development, 
or sale of their property, nor will it lead automatically to the creation of a regulated historic district. 

• The city’s code contradicts that language by requiring properties that are listed on the National 
Register comply with local laws although the federal government states they don’t have to do that.  
This places an additional financial burden on the property owner by having him/her comply with the 
local historic preservation ordinance. 

• The revision will streamline the ordinance, make it more efficient, and create a shorter processing 
time. 

• The revision will provide clarification, improve the process for property owners, architects, and 
contractors, and improve efficiency so staff has better direction and property owners can get through 
the process faster.
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LEARN MORE

Recommendation
C h a p t e r  2 0 . 2 0

The HLC’s recommendation is to take this language 
first to City Council. 

The HLC recommended approval on May 7, 2018.

The City Plan Commission approved the request on 
June 28, 2018.


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8

