






 

Robert E. Lee Road to Buffalo Soldier Street 
 

City Plan Commission — August 6, 2020 REVISED 
 

CASE NUMBER/TYPE: SUNC20-00001 – Street Name Change 

CASE MANAGER: Nelson Ortiz, (915) 212-1606, Ortiznx@elpasotexas.gov 

PROPERTY OWNER: City of El Paso 

REPRESENTATIVE: Frances Bernal 

LOCATION: West of Airway Blvd. and South of Montana Ave. (District 3) 

STREET FEES: $2,102.36 

PARK FEES: Park Fees Not Required 

ZONING DISTRICT(S): C-4 (Commercial) / C-4/sc (Commercial/special contract) / M-1 

(Manufacturing /  

PUBLIC INPUT: Seven (7) letters of support 

 

SUMMARY OF STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Recommends APPROVAL of the Street Name Change 

request. Please note “Buffalo Soldier” street name already exists within City of El Paso limits and 

within Fort Bliss. The duplication of “Buffalo Soldier” does not comply with El Paso City Code Section 

19.15.140.A.2 (Street name and addresses – Standards) which states that “…street names shall not 

conflict with or duplicate any existing street name within the City or County of El Paso”. 

 
Figure A: Aerial of the subject street with surrounding area 
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DESCRIPTION OF REQUEST: City Council directed staff to initiate a street name change from “Robert E. Lee Road” 
to “Buffalo Solder Street”. The applicant is requesting the change in recognition of the African American Army units 
that served our Country during several American wars and military campaigns.  
 

CASE HISTORY/RELATED APPLICATIONS: City Council approved two related agenda items at their regular 
council meeting of June 23, 2020.The first item authorized City Council to accept a $1,500.00 donation from State 
Board of Education Representative Georgina Cecilia Perez to pay for the street renaming application. The second 
item directed City staff to process this city-initiated request, bring forward this request to City Council for action, 
and authorized District 3 to utilize $3,000.00 of their discretionary funds towards the renaming costs. 
 

STREET CHARACTER: Robert E. Lee Road runs North/South between Montana Avenue, at the northern boundary, 
and Interstate 10, at the southern boundary. Robert E. Lee Road is classified as a collector street per the City of El 
Paso’s Major Thoroughfare Plan and provides direct access to two separate manufacturing and/or commercially-
zoned properties. All other properties abutting Robert E. Lee Road have primary access from separate rights-of-way. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT: No inquiries to this request have been received from the public. However, staff did receive 
seven (7) letters of support to the street name change as part of the application. An additional letter was received 
on August 5, 2020 from El Paso County. The total number of letters of support as of August 5, 2020 are eight (8). 

 

CITY PLAN COMMISSION: 

The City Plan Commission (CPC) has the authority to advise City Council on street name change requests.  

 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Location Map 
2. Letters of support  
3. Application 
4. Street and Maintenance cost estimate 
5. Department Comments  
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ATTACHMENT 1 

 

 



SUNC20-00001 4 August 6, 2020 

ATTACHMENT 2 
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Additional Letter from County of El Paso 
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ATTACHMENT 3 
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ATTACHMENT 4 
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ATTACHMENT 5 

 

Planning & Inspections Department- Planning Division 

Developer / Engineer shall address the following comments: 

1:  Submit to the Planning & Inspections Department – Planning Division the following prior to recording of the 

subdivision: 

    a:  Current certificate tax certificate(s) 

    b:  Current proof of ownership. 

    c:  Release of access document, if applicable. 

    d:  Set of restrictive covenants, if applicable. 

2:  Every subdivision shall provide for postal delivery service.  The subdivider shall coordinate the installation and 

construction with the United States Postal Service in determining the type of delivery service for the proposed 

subdivision.  In all cases, the type and location of delivery service shall be subject to the approval of the United 

States Postal Service. 

3: “Buffalo Soldier” street name already exists within City of El Paso limits and within Fort Bliss. Request to 

duplicate “Buffalo Soldier” street name does not comply within El Paso City Code Section 19.15.140.A.2 (Street 

name and addresses - Standards) which states that “…street names shall not conflict with or duplicate any existing 

street name within the City or County of El Paso”. 

4: Upon approval of this request, property owners with addresses from Robert E. Lee Road will be required to 

request an address change from the Planning and Inspections Department.  

5: Applicant will be required to coordinate with Streets and Maintenance staff to update street signage. 

 
Planning & Inspections Department- Land Development Division 

No objections to the proposed street name change. 

 

Streets and Maintenance Department 

Street signage will need to be updated. Applicant will be required to pay all fees associated within the 

manufacturing and installation of new street signs. See Attachment 4 of this staff report. 

 

El Paso County 911 District 

No comments received. 

 

Sun Metro 

Recommend approval. 

 

El Paso Water 

El Paso Water (EPWater) does not objects to this request. 
EPWater requests a copy of the official street name change to update our records. 
 
Water: 
There is an existing 12-inch diameter water main located along the east side of Robert E. Lee Rd., approximately 4-
feet west of and parallel to the eastern right-of-way line of Robert E. Lee Rd.  This water main is available for service. 
 
Sanitary Sewer: 
There is an existing 12-inch diameter sanitary sewer main that extends along the east side of Robert E. Lee Rd. 
between Montana Ave. and Edgemere Blvd., approximately variably 72.5-feet to 35-feet west of and parallel to the 
eastern right-of-way line of Robert E. Lee Rd.  There is also an 8-inch sanitary sewer main along Edgemere Blvd. 
between Edgemere and International Dr.  These sanitary sewer mains are available for service. 
 



SUNC20-00001 18 August 6, 2020 

Fire Department 

No comments received. 

 

Capital Improvement Department 

No comments received. 

 

El Paso County 

No comments received. 

 

El Paso Water County Improvement District  

No objections. Request does not lie within the boundary of El Paso Water County Improvement District. 

 

Texas Gas 

No comments received. 

 

El Paso Electric 

No comments received. 
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Strategic Goal 3.

Promote the Visual 
Image of El Paso
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Aerial 
Map

Robert E. Lee to Buffalo Soldier
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Location

Map

Robert E. Lee to Buffalo Soldier
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South North
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Case History

• On June 23, 2020, City Council approved two related agenda items at 
their regular council meeting. 
• The first item authorized City Council to accept a $1,500.00 donation from State 

Board of Education Representative Georgina Cecilia Perez to pay for the street 
renaming application. 

• The second item directed City staff to process this city-initiated request, bring 
forward this request to City Council for action, and authorized District 3 to 
utilize $3,000.00 of their discretionary funds towards the renaming costs.
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• Planning has received 8 letters of 
support to this request. 
Additionally, the two businesses 
with addresses from Robert E. 
Lee Road are in favor of the street 
name change request. 

Public Input
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• Staff recommends approval of 
the Street Name Change.

Recommendation
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