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M E M O R A N D U M 
 
 
DATE: September 10, 2019 
 
TO:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
       Tommy Gonzalez, City Manager 
 
FROM: Nelson Ortiz, Lead Planner 
 
SUBJECT: SURW17-00007 – Wyoming-Yandell Alley Vacation 
 
 
The City Plan Commission (CPC) – recommended approval of this request on January 25, 2018 
with the following requirement and condition: 
 
 That the applicant dedicates utility easements to El Paso Water, El Paso Electric Company, 

Texas Gas Services, AT&T and Charter for their existing lines/facilities before approval by 
City Council. 

 
The CPC determined that the request to vacate the subject ROW protects the best interest, health, 
safety and welfare of the public in general; and will have no effect on the natural environment, 
social economic conditions, and property values in the vicinity and the city as a whole. 
 
 

Applicant: Church of St. Clement of El Paso, Texas  

 

Attachments: Staff Report  
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Wyoming – Yandell Alley Vacation (REVISED) 
City of El Paso — City Plan Commission — 1/25/2018 

SURW17-00007 — Right-of-Way Vacation 
STAFF CONTACT: Vanessa Munoz, (915) 212-1644, munozvx@elpasotexas.gov 

PROPERTY OWNER: Church of St. Clement 
 

REPRESENTATIVE: Risher Gilbert 

 

LOCATION: North of Wyoming and South of Yandell, District 8 

ACREAGE:  0.119  

VESTED: No  

PARK FEES REQUIRED: N/A 

EXCEPTION/MODIFICATION 

REQUEST:  

N/A 

RELATED APPLICATIONS: N/A 

PUBLIC INPUT: No comments in support or opposition received.  

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Approval subject to the condition and requirement listed below. 

Pending concurrence from utility companies, with the exception of 

El Paso Electric, regarding the easement reservation language.   

SUMMARY OF REQUEST: The applicant is requesting to vacate a 20-foot wide public alley 

located within Block 253, Campbell’s Addition for the future expansion of St. Clement’s Parish 

School.  

 

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends APPROVAL of the Wyoming – 

Yandell Alley Vacation subject to the following condition and requirement: 
 That the applicant dedicates utility easements to El Paso Water, El Paso Electric 

Company, Texas Gas Services, AT&T and Charter for their existing lines/facilities 

before approval by City Council.  

Planning staff’s recommendation is PENDING of Wyoming-Yandell Alley Vacation until 

concurrence from utility companies, with the exception of El Paso Electric, regarding the 

easement reservation language is acquired.   
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DESCRIPTION OF ANY EXCEPTIONS, MODIFICATIONS, OR WAIVERS  
N/A 

 

 

RELATION OF PROPOSED APPLICATION TO THE CITY’S COMPREHENSIVE PLAN  
CONSISTENCY WITH PLAN EL PASO: Subject property is designated G2, Traditional Neighborhood 

(Walkable) 
 

 
NEIGHBORHOOD CHARACTER: Subject property is zoned C-4/sp (Commercial/special permit) 

and is currently right-of-way. Properties adjacent to the subject property are zoned C-4/sp 

(Commercial/special permit). Surrounding land uses are commercial developments. The nearest 

school is St. Clements School (0.00 miles). The nearest park is Houston Park (0.17 miles). This 

property is not located within any Impact Fee Service Area.   
 

COMMENT FROM THE PUBLIC: Notice of Public Hearing was published in the El Paso Times on 

January 10, 2018 and a notice was mailed to all property owners within 300 feet of the subject 

property.    

 

STAFF COMMENTS:  

Staff recommends APPROVAL of the Wyoming – Yandell Alley Vacation subject to the following 

condition and requirement: 
 That the applicant dedicates utility easements to El Paso Water, El Paso Electric 

Company, Texas Gas Services, AT&T and Charter for their existing lines/facilities 

before approval by City Council.  

 

Planning staff’s recommendation is PENDING of Wyoming-Yandell Alley Vacation until 

concurrence from utility companies, with the exception of El Paso Electric, regarding the 

easement reservation language is acquired.   

 

 

PLAT EXPIRATION:   

N/A 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  

1. Survey 

2. Metes & Bounds 

3. Application  

4. Department Comments 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
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ATTACHMENT 2 
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ATTACHMENT 3 
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ATTACHMENT 4 
PLANNING AND INSPECTION DEPARTMENT – PLANNING: 

Staff recommends APPROVAL of the Wyoming – Yandell Alley Vacation subject to the following 

condition and requirement: 
 That the applicant dedicates utility easements to El Paso Water, El Paso Electric 

Company, Texas Gas Services, AT&T and Charter for their existing lines/facilities 

before approval by City Council. 

 

Planning staff’s recommendation is PENDING of Wyoming-Yandell Alley Vacation until 

concurrence from utility companies, with the exception of El Paso Electric, regarding the 

easement reservation language is acquired.   

 

PLANNING AND INSPECTION DEPARTMENT – LAND DEVELOPMENT: 
We have reviewed subject plats and recommend Approval. 

The Developer/Engineer shall address the following comments. 

 

1. EPW – Storm-water Engineering does not object to the subject request (vacation of alley); 

however, the historic storm-water hydrologic response must be maintained throughout the 

alley (alley must be free of obstructions from surface run-off). 
 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS DEPARTMENT – PARKS:  

We have reviewed Wyoming / Yandell Alley Vacation a survey map and on behalf of CID Parks 

Planning Division we offer “No” objections to this proposed alley vacation request. 

 

If density/acreage is increased /decreased or the property zoning /use changes, then "Park 

fees" will be re-assessed based on applicable conditions. 
 

EL PASO WATER: 
El Paso Water (EPWater) doesn’t object to this request, as long as a utility & drainage easement 

is retained. 

 

EPWater is coordinating with the owner’s representative regarding accessibility for the 

easement. 

 

Water: 

There is an existing 6-inch diameter water main located along the Alley between Ochoa Street 

and Campbell Street. This water main is available for service. 

 

EPWater records indicate one (1) 1-1/2” service meter (Active) on the property with 608 E. Yandell 

Drive, as the service address. 

 

Sanitary Sewer: 

There is an existing 6-inch diameter sanitary sewer main located along the Alley between 

Ochoa Street and Campbell Street. This sanitary sewer main is available for service.  

 

General: 

All easements dedicated for public water and/or sanitary sewer facilities are to comply with 

EPWater-PSB Easement Policy.  EPWater-PSB requires access to the proposed water, sanitary 

sewer facilities, appurtenances, and meters within the easement 24 hours a day, seven (7) days 

a week.  No building, reservoir, structure, parking stalls or other improvement, other than 

asphaltic paving (HMAC), shall be constructed or maintained on the above referenced 

EPWater-PSB easements without the written consent of EPWater-PSB.  The Developer shall refrain 

from constructing rock walls, signs, buildings, curbs or any structure that will interfere with the 

access to the PSB easements.  There shall be at least 5-foot setback from the easement line to 

any sign or structure. 
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During the site improvement work, the Owner/Developer shall safeguard all existing water mains, 

sewer mains, and appurtenant structures. The Owner/Developer shall minimize changes in grade 

above or near the vicinity of the existing PSB facilities and is responsible for the cost of setting 

appurtenant structures to final grade. 

An application for water and sanitary sewer services should be submitted 6 to 8 weeks prior to 

construction to ensure water for construction work.  Additional service applications are available 

at 1154 Hawkins, 3rd Floor. A site plan, utility plan, grading and drainage plans, landscaping 

plan, the legal description of the property, and a certificate-of-compliance are required at the 

time of application. Service will be provided in accordance with the current EPWU – PSB Rules 

and Regulations. The applicant is responsible for the costs of any necessary on-site and off-site 

extensions, relocations or adjustments of water and sanitary sewer lines and appurtenances.     

 

AT&T: 

AT&T would not have any objections to vacating the ROW and converting to the utility 

easement.  

 

EL PASO ELECTRIC: 

El Paso Electric is in concur with the proposed language.   

 

TEXAS GAS SERVICE: 

Texas Gas Service currently maintains facilities within this alley to be vacated and therefore 

objects to the alley vacation unless requestor grant a utility easement for the existing facilities to 

remain or request that the facilities be relocated at requester expense.  
 

If it’s still possible to suggest alternate language (and assuming that the rights are consistent with 

any existing agreements), TGS could propose the following: 

 

Texas Gas Service, a division of ONE Gas, Inc., shall retain and continue to have 

an easement and unrestricted ingress and egress within, beneath and across 

such street, avenue and/or alley to continue to enter upon, possess, occupy, 

maintain, operate, use, inspect, repair, upgrade, replace, reconstruct, abandon 

in place and remove its facilities therein and to continue to operate and provide 

such services in the performance of its public service undertaking, pursuant to 

instruments of record, including easements, franchise agreements, etc., filed on 

or before the date of this vacating ordinance.  Provided, however, that should 

Property Owner, its successors, or assigns, require the existing facilities to be 

relocated, the same shall be at the expense of Property Owner, its successors, or 

assigns, upon the grant and acceptance of a new utility easement acceptable 

to Texas Gas Service, a division of ONE Gas, Inc., whereupon a release of the 

utility easement reserved by this decree shall be executed by Texas Gas Service, 

a division of ONE Gas, Inc. (or its successors or assigns), and recorded with the El 

Paso County Clerk. 

 

If we need to stick with the existing language, TGS could propose: 

 

Utility easements along the entire alleyway will remain and continue in favor of El 

Paso Electric Company, Texas Gas Service, El Paso Water Utilities, AT&T and 

Charter Communications and their successors and assigns for the infrastructure in 

existence in the alleyway, pursuant to instruments of record filed on or before the 

date of this vacating ordinance.  The rights granted by these utility easements 

include rights of access, operation, use, inspection, repair, replacement, removal, 

abandonment in place, upgrade, and maintenance by El Paso Electric 

Company, Texas Gas Service, El Paso Water Utilities, AT&T and Charter 

Communications and their successors and assigns.  Property Owner shall be 
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responsible for costs of any relocation requested by Property Owner and such 

relocation shall be contingent upon the grant and acceptance of a new utility 

easement acceptable to each affected Utility. 

 

 

CHARTER: 

We may approve the alley vacation with utility easement provided with the exception that 

existing facilities are to remain and be marked prior to any construction; and the property owner 

is responsible for relocation cost at their own expense if relocation becomes necessary in the 

future. 

 

FORCED RELOCATES: 
If the applicant is willing to provide a utility easement for the overhead lines, I see no reason that 

Charter would have a reason to object to the vacation of the ROW for the alley.  The applicant 

will have to ensure that Charter utilities will be protected during construction and that they will 

be accessible by Charter for future maintenance or upgrades.  The applicant will need to 

provide a plat showing the utility easement granted for the overhead utilities along the alley, 

prior to abandonment of the ROW.  Once the final plat has been received, we will forward it to 

Charter for signatures on the abandonment letter. 

 

STREETS AND MAINTENANCE: 

Streets and Maintenance has no issue with the proposed alley vacation contingent on the 

following: 

 

In order to assure a safe conversion of westbound Wyoming into a dead-end street, the 

following improvements/alterations – to be paid for by the applicant – are required:  

 

 Installation of approximately 450-ft of double yellow striping along Wyoming, beginning at 

Ochoa and going west toward the ramp 

 Addition of ten raised pavement markers within new double yellow striping area 

 Removal of existing directional arrow at alley 

 Replacement and relocation of existing “Closed To Thru Traffic” signage with “Dead End” 

signage for westbound Wyoming 

 Installation of “Dead End” plaque on street sign for southbound traffic on Ochoa 

 Replacement of existing “Road Closed One Block Ahead…” signage with “Road Ends” 

signage for westbound Wyoming 

 Installation of 20-ft of yellow paint along curb adjacent to alley 

 

The above described improvements/alterations will require the applicant to issue payment to 

the City in the amount of $488.96 for materials and labor. (Exhibits on following two pages).  
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LEARN MORE

Recommendation | Public Input

Strategic Goal #3 Promote the Visual Image of El Paso

3.1 Provide business fr iendly permitt ing and inspection processes

3.2 Improve the visual impression of the community

Planning and Development Coordinating Committee 

recommendation:

• Approval w/ condit ion

Public Input:

• Notice of publ ic hearing was publ ished in the El Paso Times on January 9, 

2018 and notices were mailed to al l  property owners within 300 feet of the 

subject property. 

CPC Vote:

• Approval w/ condit ion
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THANK YOU
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