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why redesign? 







San Jacinto Plaza, El Paso  circa 1903



Historic Images of El Paso:
Birdseye Map, 1886



Vintage Postcards of El Paso:
San Jacinto Plaza circa 1910



Historic Images of El Paso:
‘Sunners’ in San Jacinto Plaza, 1909



El Paso
Arts and Culture









Pass of the North
Artist: Tom Lea, El Paso, TX





















public workshops
building consensus

March-April, 2011



San Jacinto Plaza, El Paso  today





Existing streetscape



10’ of elevation change



historic markers



fences and walls



restrooms



Existing Alligator Sculpture



stage







site analysis



reclaim the bus lane



site analysis



site analysis



site analysis



site analysis



site analysis





Spatial Quality
1. Shade trees
2. Seating
3. Planting
4. Surfaces
5. Wayfinding



Program
1. Lighting
2. Small events
3. Water features
4. Public Art
5. Large events



…we also recorded…
1.    Farmers market
2.    Create a simple, everyday park
3. Place to gather with friends and family
4. Open flexible space
5. Recall the live alligators
6. Bring color to the plaza
7. Make it playful for children
8. Bring a sense of nature
9. Crowd control an issue for large events
10.Restrooms!















The redesigned 
San Jacinto Plaza 

is envisioned as an urban respite 

A simple everyday destination that speaks to the past as well as the future. 
A flexible space where multiple activities can occur simultaneously.  

A place for families with children. 

A new ‘spark’ in the City.
A new platform for public life that includes a colorful large scale alligator 

sculpture, an amphitheatre, a flexible lawn space, shade trees, an 
interpretive panel depicting the history of the City, restrooms, colorful 

planting, water features 
and divergent paths. 





oncept: Urban Respite



Mills Avenue

Main Street

Mesa
Oregon









design considerations



The El Paso 
Historic Landmark 

Commission

8/11/2011
Refinement of conceptual design

for the proposed redesign of
San Jacinto Plaza by SWA  







Illustrative Landscape Plan



















Bird’s Eye Perspective looking northeast
over San Jacinto Plaza



View from the corner of Mills Ave and Oregon Street
looking into San Jacinto Plaza



View from the corner of Mills Ave and Oregon Street



View of proposed pop-jet fountain in the main plaza



View from the corner of Oregon and Main looking south 
into San Jacinto Plaza



View from Mills Ave looking towards the plaza









SWA Case Study:
Lewis Street, Las Vegas



SWA Case Study:
Lewis Street, Las Vegas



SWA  Case Study:
Desert Ridge Garden Walk- AZ



SWA Case Study:
Fairmont Princess, AZ



Case Study:
lighting



Case Study:
Lawn steps



SWA Case Study:
Lawn steps – private residence



Case Study:
Nasher Sculpture Garden– Dallas, TX



Case Study:
Lawn- LA, NYC



Case Study:
Flexible Seating/ Programming- SF / NYC



Case Study:
Art Fair– Paris Park Citroen



Case Study:
Santa Fe, NM Park



SWA Case Studies:
Programming– various cities



Case Studies:
Park Programming– various cities



SWA Case Study:
San Antonio Main Plaza



SWA Case Study:
PPG Place, Pittsburgh, PA



Case Study:
Native planting



Case Study:
Native planting



[begin Sketchup model]


