
CITY OF EL PASO, TEXAS 
AGENDA ITEM  

DEPARTMENT HEAD’S SUMMARY FORM 
 
DEPARTMENT: Mayor and Council – City Rep. Acosta, District 3  
 
AGENDA DATE: October 6, 2015 
CONTACT PERSON NAME AND PHONE NUMBER:  City Rep. Emma Acosta, District 3 @ 915.212.0003 
        
DISTRICT(S) AFFECTED:  Applies to all Districts 
 
SUBJECT: 
APPROVE a resolution / ordinance / lease to do what?  OR AUTHORIZE the City 
Manager to do what?  Be descriptive of what we want Council to approve.  Include $ 
amount if applicable. 
 

City Representative Emma Acosta, District 3, authorizes the placement of the following item on 
the Regular Agenda for Tuesday, October 6, 2015 City Council Meeting: 
 
Discussion and action to initiate a policy/ordinance that any Open Records Request (ORR) by a 
City Representative, all such request(s) must be paid for and that the use of staff time spent in 
hours and salary costs on the ORR be disclosed at a regular city council meeting and placed on 
the regular agenda. To request that the 1994 City of El Paso Open Records Resolution be 
updated in accordance with the Administrative Code, Title 1, Chapter 70 and Government Code, 
Chapter 552. 

  
BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION: 
Discussion of the what, why, where, when, and how to enable Council to have reasonably complete 
description of the contemplated action.  This should include attachment of bid tabulation, or ordinance 
or resolution if appropriate.  What are the benefits to the City of this action?  What are the citizen 
concerns? 

• Revise the existing attached City of El Paso Resolution adopted in 1994 in 
accordance with the  Administrative Code, Title 1, Chapter 70  

• Adopt a fee schedule to include additional fees and labor charges in accordance to Texas 
Administrative Code, Title 1, Chapter 70 and Government Code, Chapter 552 

• Benefit and Value: Goal 5: Promote Transparent and Consitent Communication 
Among all Members of the Communtiy 
5.3 Promote a well-balanced customer service philosophy throughout the 
organization 
& Goal 6; Set the Standard for Sound Governance and Fiscal Management 
6.8 Support transparent and inclusive government. 
 

PRIOR COUNCIL ACTION: 
Has the Council previously considered this item or a closely related one? 
Yes. Please see attached City of El Paso Resolution passed in 1994.  
 
AMOUNT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
How will this item be funded?  Has the item been budgeted?  If so, identify funding 
source by account numbers and description of account.  Does it require a budget 
transfer? n/a 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

*******************REQUIRED AUTHORIZATION******************** 
DEPARTMENT HEAD:
 ________________________________________________________________________ 

(If Department Head Summary Form is initiated by Purchasing, client 
department should sign also) 















































In the Spirit of  
Transparent Government 

Presented by  
City Representative Emma 

Acosta, District 3 

October 6, 2015 
1 



Texas Government Code 

Title5. Open Government; Ethics 
Subtitle A. Open Government 

Chapter 552. Public Information 
Subchapter A. General Provisions 

 



Sec. 552.001. POLICY 

(a) Under the fundamental philosophy of the 
American constitutional form of representative 
government that adheres to the principle that 
government is the servant and not the master 
of the people, it is the policy of this state that 
each person is entitled, unless otherwise 
expressly provided by law, at all times to 
complete information about the affairs of 
government and the official acts of public 
officials and employees.  
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• The people, in delegating authority, do not 
give their public servants the right to 
decide what is good for the people to 
know and what is not good for them to 
know.  

• The people insist on remaining informed so 
that they may retain control over the 
instruments they have created.  

• The provisions of this chapter shall be 
liberally construed to implement this 
policy. 

Sec. 552.001. POLICY – Continued 
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City of El Paso 
Strategic Goals And Strategies 



Goal 5.  Promote Transparent & Consistent 
Communication  

Amongst All members of the Community. 
 
5.1 Set a climate of respect, collaboration and team spirit 
among Council, city staff and the community 
 

5.3 Promote a well-balanced customer service 
philosophy throughout the organization 
 

5.5 Advance two way communication of key messages to 
external customers 
 

5.6 Strengthen messaging opportunities through media 
outlets 
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Goal 6. Set the Standard for Sound 
Governance and Fiscal Management 

6.8 Support transparent 
and inclusive government 
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In the Spirit of Transparent 

Government 
  • Initiate a Policy that any Open Records Request 

(ORR) by City Elected Officials & Board Members 
be placed on the next available Regular City 
Council Agenda.  

• That any amount paid by the elected official 
and/or Board member be disclosed. 

• That the amount of staff time utilized for such a 
request also be disclosed. 

• That the Ethics Commission & the Internal 
Auditor Oversee the Policy for Compliance 
Purposes. 
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Whenever people are well-
informed they can be trusted with 

their own government. 
Thomas Jefferson 
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