
CITY OF EL PASO, TEXAS 
AGENDA ITEM  

AGENDA SUMMARY FORM 
 

 
 
DEPARTMENT:  MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

AGENDA DATE:  October 2, 2018 

 
CONTACT PERSON NAME AND PHONE NUMBER:   REP ALEXSANDRA ANNELLO, 212-0002,  

       REP CISSY LIZARRAGA, 212-0008 
 
DISTRICT(S) AFFECTED:  ALL DISTRICTS 
 
STRATEGIC GOAL: (8) Nurture and Promote a Healthy, Sustainable Community 
 
SUBJECT: 
APPROVE a resolution / ordinance / lease to do what?  OR AUTHORIZE the City Manager to do what?  
Be descriptive of what we want Council to approve.  Include $ amount if applicable.  
Approve a resolution denouncing the building of a border wall in the Chihuahuita Neighborhood and promoting 
unity throughout the Paso Del Norte region. 
 
  

BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION: 
Discussion of the what, why, where, when, and how to enable Council to have reasonably complete 
description of the contemplated action.  This should include attachment of bid tabulation, or ordinance 
or resolution if appropriate.  What are the benefits to the City of this action?  What are the citizen 
concerns?   
 

 
PRIOR COUNCIL ACTION: 
Has the Council previously considered this item or a closely related one?  City Council has 
previously approved resolutions opposing border walls.  
 
 

AMOUNT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
How will this item be funded?  Has the item been budgeted?  If so, identify funding 
source by account numbers and description of account.  Does it require a budget 
transfer? N/A  
 
 
 
 
 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

*******************REQUIRED AUTHORIZATION******************** 
 



RESOLUTION 

c 
0 

WHEREAS, the United States has long positioned itself in the world as a beacon of freedom and 
human rights, reflected in the words engraved at the base of the Statue of Liberty: "Give me your 
tired, your poor, Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free ... Send these, the homeless, 
tempest-tossed to me;" and 

WHEREAS, the United States, the State of Texas, and the City of El Paso have long been enriched 
by, and are committed to welcome, immigrant families and communities who come to our country 
seeking better lives, and enrich all of us with their presence and contributions; and 

WHEREAS, the announcement of the construction of a new border wall in central El Paso 
needlessly causes further separation of our bi-national community and puts the lives and wellbeing 
of migrants and border residents alike at risk; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed border wall will add to our federal deficit and divert critical resources 
from needed improvements in our national, state, and local infrastructure while our ports of entry, 
which promote travel , tourism, and the interdiction of illegal drugs, have billions of dollars in 
unmet infrastructure needs; and 

WHEREAS, the creation of the wall in the Chihuahuita neighborhood is especially disturbing to 
our community's people and communities of faith because it disturbs and disrupts the sacred 
ground where the Border Mass has traditionally been celebrated with participants from both sides 
of the border, and where the "Hugs, Not Walls" event to reunify separated families has been 
regularly conducted over the last two years; and 

WHEREAS, we cannot allow our opposition to the recent uprising of xenophobia and inhumanity 
to be suppressed or our resistance to the separation of immigrant families to be quashed; and 

WHEREAS, in contrast to the wall, the Paso del Norte Region is America' s new Ellis Island, a 
beacon of hope and humanity to the world. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by The Mayor and The City Council of El Paso, that 
our community and the communities of the Paso del Norte Region call on the federal government 
to adopt policies that advance hugs-through the reunification of immigrant families, the 
decriminalization of migration, the demilitarization of our border, and the facilitation of trade, 
commerce, and exchange-instead of walls. 
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ADOPTED this __ day of October 2018. 

ATTEST: 

Laura D. Prine 
City Clerk 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

~,~M4~ 
Oscar G. Gabaldon, Jr. ;,r 
Assistant City Attorney 
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CITY OF EL PASO 

Dee Margo 
Mayor 


