














Social Host Ordinance 
  

 September 20, 2016 

City Council Strategic Goal  
Goal 2 : Set the Standard for a Safe and Secure City 
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Council Direction 
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April 19, 2016- City Council Directive: 
 
“….DIRECT the City Attorney’s Office to research 
and implement a civil social host ordinance to 
protect the public health and safety and reduce 
underage drinking.” 



Approach 
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• Research of other cities’ ordinances 
 

• Consultation with Shift +Alcohol Prevention 
Initiative Project Manager, Dr. Holly Mata 

 



Ordinance Summary 
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• Purpose to protect public health, safety and 
 general welfare 

 
• Provides for a civil penalty 
 
• Complementary to current state statutes 
 



Ordinance Summary, continued 
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• Prohibits gatherings involving underage 

drinking 
 
• Creates violation for a person to  
 facilitate, or  
 be present with knowledge of underage 

drinking occurring, or  
 allow underage drinking, or 
 have paid for the rental of premises upon 

which underage drinking is occurring 



Exception / Affirmative Defense 
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 Exception as allowed by laws of the State of Texas 
 
 Affirmative Defense if gathering is result of  
 criminal trespass 
 
 Not applicable to activities protected by First or  
 Fourth Amendments 



Violation Penalties 
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o Civil Penalty: 
 
 $250 for first violation 
 $500 for second violation 
 $1,000 for third or subsequent violation / no 

time limit 
 

o If violator is a juvenile, then both juvenile and  
 parent(s)/guardian(s) are subject to issuance  
 of violation notice 
 If parent/guardian is not present on a first  
 violation or if a person does not reside at the  
 location of occurrence, a written warning may  
 be issued  



Administrative  
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 Enforcement:  by peace officers of the City 
 
 Hearings:    by Municipal Court Administrative  

   Hearing Officer 
 
 Hearings:  mirror process set forth in other City 

   Code chapters 
 

 Billing:  Civil action may be brought by City  
   for unpaid penalties and City Council 
   has authority to take action to  
   recover penalties  

 



Effective Date  
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 Ordinance is effective 180 days after 
approval by City Council 
 

 Allows time for dissemination of public 
information 



Questions 
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