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M E M O R A N D U M 

DATE: November 10, 2015 

TO: The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

     Tomás Gonzalez, City Manager 

FROM: Larry F. Nichols, Director - Planning & Inspections 

Joaquin Rodriguez, Planner 

SUBJECT: Florence Street Right-of-Way Vacation SURW15-00007 (South of Father Rahm, 

East of Campbell) 

The proposed right-of-way vacation consists of an active portion of Florence Street.  The intent 

of the vacation is to provide a safe pedestrian crossing for students between educational facilities 

operated by the applicant and to create a civic space for students, patients of La Fe Clinic and 

Segundo Barrio residents..  The item was scheduled for the City Plan Commission (CPC), on 

July 30, 2015. The CPC recommended approval of the proposed right-of-way vacation. 

The recommendation is based on the determination that the right-of-way vacation is in the best 

interest, health, safety and welfare of the public in general; and will have no effect on the natural 

environment, social economic conditions, and property values in the vicinity and the city as a 

whole.   

Property Owners/Applicant: Centro de Salud Familiar La Fe, Inc 

Attachments: Staff Report 

CPC Minority Report – Commissioner Jim Erickson 
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City of El Paso – City Plan Commission Staff Report 

*****REVISED***** 

Case No:  SURW15-00007 Florence Street Vacation 

Application Type: Right-of-Way Vacation 

CPC Hearing Date:       July 30, 2015 

Staff Planner: Joaquin Rodriguez, (915) 212-1608 

rodriguezjx3@elpasotexas.gov  

Location: South of Father Rahm, East of Campbell 

Acreage: .42 acres 

Rep District: 8 

Existing Use: Street 

Existing Zoning: N/A 

Proposed Zoning: N/A 

Nearest Park: Armijo Park (70 feet) 

Nearest School: Aoy Elementary (712.9 ft) 

Park Fees Required:  N/A 

Impact Fee Area: N/A 

Property Owner: Centro de Salud Familiar La Fe 

Applicant: Centro de Salud Familiar La Fe 

Representative: CEA Group 

SURROUNDING ZONING AND LAND USE 

North: A-3 (Apartments)/Quadruplex 

South: C-4 (Commercial)/Church 

East:  C-4/sp (Commercial/special permit)/Clinic 

West: A-3 (Apartments)/Charter School 

PLAN EL PASO DESIGNATION: G3, Post War 

NEIGHBORHOOD INPUT: 

Public and personal notice of this hearing was given in accordance with 19.38.010 and 

19.38.020.  Staff received no communication in support or opposition to this request. 

APPLICATION DESCRIPTION  

The applicant proposes to vacate a .42 acre portion of Florence Street between Father Rahm Avenue and 

Sixth Street in the city’s Segundo Barrio Neighborhood.  Florence is currently an active local street with 

a 70 foot right-of-way width and accommodates 24 on street parking spaces.  The intent of the vacation 

mailto:rodriguezjx3@elpasotexas.gov
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is to provide a safe pedestrian crossing for students between educational facilities operated by the 

applicant and to create a civic space for students, patients of La Fe Clinic and Segundo Barrio residents.  

DEVELOPMENT COORDINATING COMMITTEE 

The development coordinating committee recommends approval. 

Planning Division Recommendation 

Planning recommends approval of the vacation subject to the following conditions: 

1. The entire length and width of Florence Street shall be retained as a public utility

easement and no structures shall be constructed that interfere with existing utility

infrastructure and access.

2. The applicant shall be responsible for the cost of removal of the existing street light

within the subject property or shall assume responsibility for its operation and

maintenance.

3. Prior to, or concurrent with final approval by city council of this vacation application, the

applicant will dedicate a pedestrian access easement for the existing sidewalk and

parkway along Florence street adjacent to Lots11 through 13, Block 82, Campbell

Addition, City of El Paso, El Paso County, Texas.  This easement shall be dedicated in

perpetuity.

4. Prior to, or concurrent with final approval by city council of this vacation application the

applicant will dedicate a 26 foot wide emergency access easement along Florence street

adjacent to Lots 11 through 20, Block 82, Campbell Addition, City of El Paso, El Paso

County, Texas.  This easement shall be dedicated in perpetuity.

Planning and Inspections Department - Land Development 

We have reviewed subject plats and recommend Approval. 

Capital Improvement Program 

The Capital Improvements Department recommends that Florence remain open to vehicular and 

pedestrian traffic as this segment is a portion of an existing grid network designed to provide 

alternative routes to vehicular and pedestrian traffic through a well-connected roadway 

network.  We further recommend that the following traffic calming alternatives be considered in 

place of right-of-way vacation: 

1. Installation of curb extension at both ends of the subject block of Florence – Father Rahm

and Sixth Street

2. Addition of a center landscaped median

3. Addition of a mid-block speed table

El Paso Water Utilities 

EPWU’s has reviewed the above reference street vacation request and provide the following 

comments: 
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1. EPWU’s planning and development section does not object to this request with a

condition that the rights-of-way to be vacated shall remain a full-width utility easement in

order to enable the construction, operation and maintenance of existing utility facilities.

Water: 

2. There is an existing 12-inch diameter flow line along Florence St.  The water main is

located approximately 17 feet west from the center line of the public right-of-way.  The

flow line is being feed from Well #10 along Florence St. and flowing into a 20-inch flow

line along Father Rahm Ave.

Sanitary Sewer: 

3. EPWU records indicate there are no sanitary sewer mains along Florence St.

General: 

4. EPWU-PSB requires access to the existing water facilities 24 hours a day, seven (7) days

a week. No building, reservoir, structure or other improvement, other than asphaltic

paving (HMAC), shall be constructed or maintained on the above referenced utility

easement without the written consent of EPWU-PSB. The placement of trees or planters

shall be 10-feet away from any water/sewer facility.

Streets and Maintenance Department 

There is an existing street light within the public ROW to be vacated. Light must either be 

removed or La Fe must take over payment of the power. 

El Paso County 911 District 

No comments received. 

El Paso Fire Department 

Recommends Approval. 

Central Appraisal District 

No objections. 

El Paso Electric Company 

El Paso Electric has no objections to the vacation of the street.  However, we do require 

easement rights to be maintained for our facilities. 

Texas Gas Company 

No comments received. 
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Attachments  
1. Location map 

2. Aerial map 

3. Survey 

4. Metes and Bounds 

5. Application 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
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ATTACHMENT 2 
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ATTACHMENT 3 
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ATTACHMENT 4 
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Rodriguez, Joaquin

From: Gallinar, Carlos
Sent: Thursday, July 30, 2015 4:34 PM
To: jmerealtor@elp.rr.com
Cc: gwright@wrightdalbin.com; Rodriguez, Joaquin
Subject: RE: Minority Report: Vacation of Florence Street

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Joaquin: please include this in the backup when it goes to council.  Thank you. CG.  
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: jmerealtor@elp.rr.com [mailto:jmerealtor@elp.rr.com]  
Sent: Thursday, July 30, 2015 4:31 PM 
To: Gallinar, Carlos 
Cc: gwright@wrightdalbin.com 
Subject: Minority Report: Vacation of Florence Street 
 
In the absence of a dangerous and uncorrectable safety condition for the children of La Fe School, I must oppose the 
closing of Florence Street to all but emergency vehicles. Like the capital improvement program staff person, I maintain 
that there are traffic control and traffic calming measures that should be applied before even considering closing a 
street that has served the city traffic network well for over a century as well as providing 24 on‐street parking spaces. 
 
If the children were to cross Florence only at the corners, and not between parked cars in the middle of the street, and if 
there were stop signs on Florence at both Father Rahm and Sixth Streets, then pedestrian crosswalk markings would be 
appropriate and would improve their safety. Furthermore, it seems to me that that part of Florence St. qualifies for 
designation as a school zone with signs, flashing lights, reduced speeds, no passing, etc. 
 
Notwithstanding the fact that La Fe owns the property on the west side of Florence and most of it on the east side, its 
current owners may someday choose to relocate and sell all or part of the property, thereby tempting the new owners 
to apply to reopen the street. 
 
I recommend that City Council deny the request. 
 
Jim Erickson 
CPC Commissioner 



“Delivering Outstanding Services” 

Recommendation/Public Input 
 

• Planning & Inspections Recommendation: Approval 
 
• CPC Vote: 5-1 Approval with minority report 
 
 
Strategic Goal #3 – Promote the Visual Image of El Paso 
 3.2  Improve the visual image of El Paso. 
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• The vacation will provide a safe pedestrian 
crossing between two prominent educational 
facilities. 
 

• Future civic space for Segundo Barrio. 
 

• Connectivity, overall, is retained. 
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• The entire length and width of Florence Street shall be retained as a 

public utility easement and no structures shall be constructed that 
interfere with existing utility infrastructure and access. 
 

• The applicant shall be responsible for the cost of removal of the 
existing street light within the subject property or shall assume 
responsibility for its operation and maintenance. 
 

• Prior to, or concurrent with final approval by city council of this 
vacation application, the applicant will dedicate a pedestrian access 
easement for the existing sidewalk and parkway along Florence street 
adjacent to Lots11 through 13, Block 82, Campbell Addition, City of El 
Paso, El Paso County, Texas.  This easement shall be dedicated in 
perpetuity. 
 

• Prior to, or concurrent with final approval by city council of this 
vacation application the applicant will dedicate a 26 foot wide 
emergency access easement along Florence street adjacent to Lots 11 
through 20, Block 82, Campbell Addition, City of El Paso, El Paso 
County, Texas.  This easement shall be dedicated in perpetuity 
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