CITY CLERK'S DEPT

NOv 02 2017
Department of Animal Services RECEI
M

Mayor Animal Shelter Advisory Committee
Dee Mamgo
Minutes
September 13, 2017
City Council
Disstrict 1 1. Call to Order — Establish Quorum
o e A meeting of the Animal Shelter Advisory Committee was held at the City
i Council Chambers and was called to order at 6:04pm by Dr. Guy Johnsen -
-+ D”? m’dm ol Chairman.
District 3 Board Member Present Absent
Cassandra H. Brown Barbara Candelaria X
District 4 Amanda Herrera X
Sam Morgan Dr. Guy Johnsen X
Ken Margherio X
District 5 : :
: Marcia Margherio X
Dr: Micivel 1, Noe Charlie Moreno X
Yy Claudia Ordaz-Perez X
Claudia Ordaz Perez Maria Ramirez X
Julie Rutledge X
District 7 Regina Wagner X
Henry Rivera VACANT
District 8
Cissy Lizamaga Animal Services staff present: Paula Powell, Ramon Herrera, Nicole Cote, Mario
3 D'Agostino, Hugo Navarro, Gina Ramirez, Michele Anderson, Adan Parra and
City,Manages Misty Monteros.
Tommy Gonzalez
Public present: List of attendees available upon request.
2. Reading and Approval of Minutes

Discussion and action on the approval of the July 12, 2017 minutes.

Marcia Margherio made a motion to approve the July 12, 2017
minutes; Regina Wagner seconded; all members voted in favor, none
opposed, and motion passed unanimously.

Discussion and action on the approval of the August 9, 2017 minutes.

Charlie Moreno made a motion to approve the August 9, 2017
minutes; Marcia Margherio seconded; all members voted in favor,
none opposed, and motion passed unanimously with Regina Wagner
and Maria Ramirez abstaining.

Paula Powell = Interim Director
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Department of Animal Services

3. Chairman Remarks
Chair welcomed new members Julie Rutledge, Claudia Ordaz-Perez, Maria
Ramirez, Amanda Herrera and Ken Margherio, followed by introductions around
the dais. Chair noted that Julie Rutledge was absent, but would be allowed
time at a future meeting to introduce herself. He then asked Ramon Herrera
and Michele Anderson to distribute the new guidebooks to members for their
review, noting that they contained a lot of reference material such as Title 7,
state statutes and the reform plan.

4, Reports of Special Committees, Animal Services, Rescue Shelters
A. Free Roaming Cats
Regina Wagner gave her report (attached here as part of these minutes).
Chair opened the floor for questions and general discussion on cat traps, cat
handling and grants followed.

B. Public Education, Outreach and Responsible Ownership
Barbara Candelaria discussed public education, noting that it takes

creativity, time and money. Campaign planning must start at least two
months in advance to get the word out; resources for advertising include
City buses, school children in advanced placement classes, churches and
college attendees majoring in communications that can assist in promoting
Animal Services events. Ramon Herrera mentioned that while it is in draft
form, the department is starting to organize a marketing plan with a
targeted approach toward advertising and budget. Barbara further
menticned the Socorro Clinic, expressing the need to reach a larger
audience with information such as times of operation and cost for
spay/neuter procedures. Chair opened the floor for questions and general
discussion on community outreach followed.

C. Rescue Agency/Limited Shelter Report
Yvette Macias, COO with Chewy’s Animal Rescue, introduced herself, noting
that the group is incorporated in the state of Texas and is currently in the
process of applying for non-profit status. She continued to say they are
starting a pet food pantry focusing on low-income residents with proof of
disability income or unemployment, which will begin distribution this Friday
at 2104 E. Yandell, Suite 6, from 10am-2pm. The group is also working on
funding to help with disaster relief and rescue efforts in the Houston/east
coast area, stationing in Rockport and assisting residents with 500 pounds of
dog and cat food. Chair opened the floor for questions and general
discussion followed.

D. Department of Animal Services Report

Paula Powell = Interim Director
5001 Fred Wilson | El Paso, Texas 79906 | (915) 212-7297
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6.

Paula Powell, Interim Director, introduced herself and the Task Force Team
before beginning her presentation. She briefly reviewed statistics on intake,
outcomes and live release rates along with an FY18 forecast via a
PowerPoint slideshow. She further discussed the first 30-days task force
update, to include safety and cleanliness, capacity/customer service, medical
supplies and other administrative functions. She concluded her report with
a plan for the second 30-days, to include fire station adoptions, a feasibility
study of a transport program, evaluation of current processes, sick animal
isolation and facility improvements before introducing the September
PAWCAST for member review. Chair opened the floor for questions and
general discussion on county registration, offsite adoption events, transport
precedent and adoption returns followed.

Call to the Public
None

Main Agenda

A. Discussion and Action on the Update of the El Paso Shelter Foundation and
501(c)3

Camilo Jimenez with the El Paso Animal Shelter Foundation provided an
update, noting there had not been much development other than the MOU
between the City and the Foundation that will be taken to City Council soon.
He added that the hope is to submit the application and associated
paperwork to the IRS for 501(c)3 status by the end of next week. The
Nominating Committee is still looking at candidates for board member
selection and Chair requested that the Foundation consider an ASAC
member for membership on the Foundation board. Camilo noted that the
Animal Services Director is an ex-officio member of the Foundation and he
would discuss Chair's request with the Board. Chair further requested that
an ASAC member be permitted to be notified of and attend meetings. At
this point, board members are Camilo Jimenez - Secretary, Ms. Oaxaca —
Treasurer and Dr. Noe — President. Paula Powell added that the agreement
between the City and the Foundation would go before Council next Tuesday,
and that agreement allows the Foundation to fundraise on behalf of the City.
No action taken at this time.

B. Discussion and Action on How Bite Cases are Handled at the City Shelter
Paula noted that an improvement process is underway for bite case
quarantines and requested the item be tabled until the next regularly
scheduled meeting on October 11%",

Amanda Herrera made a motion to table the item; Maria Ramirez
seconded; all members voted in favor, none opposed, and motion
passed unanimously.

Paula Powell — Interim Director
5001 Fred Wilson | El Paso, Texas 79906 | {915} 212-7297
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C. Discussion and Action on the Implementation of a Strategic Plan for ASAC
and to Meet One Saturday in October to Develop the Plan and Future
Objectives to Facilitate Progressive Animal Welfare in the Community
Ken Margherio spoke on the implementation of a strategic plian for ASAC
that will make a difference in animal welfare (attached here as part of these
minutes). General discussion regarding facilitation of a strategic plan
continued with Nicole Cote introducing herself and noting that the
department, the Foundation and the ASAC plans should align with the City's
strategic plan. She requested that the meeting be held in November, with
the date to be set at a later time. Paula Powell noted that the Saturday
meeting in November would need to be posted as a meeting in the event of
a quorum.

Ken Margherio made a motion to develop and implement a
strategic plan for the ASAC and to meet one Saturday in November
to develop the plan and objectives; Charlie Moreno seconded; all
members voted in favor, none opposed, and motion passed
unanimously.

D. Discussion and Action on Reasons and Possible Solutions to the Impounding
of Animals at City Shelter

Regina Wagner spoke on reasons and possible solutions to impounding
animals at the City shelter (attached here as part of these minutes) and
referred to an Animal Welfare Survey (attached here as part of these
minutes) that was given to individuals bringing animals to the Shelter
several years ago. Chair opened the floor for questions and general
discussion on education and ways to incentivize the sterilization of intact
animals followed. No action taken at this time.

E. Discussion and Action on Animal Abuse Reqgistry
Regina Wagner spoke on animal abuse (attached here as part of these
minutes) and offered attachments A and B (both attached here as part of
these minutes) for further information. She noted that an ideal bill would
include a provision to list convicted abusers for a minimum of 5 years, to
require animal control shelter facilities and adoption groups to check the
registry before adopting out an animal, and to prohibit the ownership or
possession of an animal by convicted animal abusers while they are on the
registry. She further added that the registry should include people who
violated local laws along with state laws. Paula Powell requested time to
research the feasibility of implementing an animal abuse registry in El Paso
and asked to be able to return with the feasibility study to determine
whether it would be realistic in El Paso. Paula further noted that research is
needed before any attempt to create an ordinance is made.

Pauta Powell — Interim Director
5001 Fred Wilson | El Paso, Texas 79906 | (915) 212-7297
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Regina Wagner made a motion that the City of El Paso pass an
ordinance implementing an animal abuse registry; Barbara
Candelaria seconded; all members voted in favor, none opposed,
and motion passed unanimously.

F. Discussion and Action on the Clarification of Microchip Policies for the City,
Clarification of Breeding Laws and Permits for the City and Discussion of Fox

News Stating We Will Not Reach the 90% Live Release Rate by 2020
Barbara Candelaria discussed missed educational opportunities for

responsible pet ownership in regard to the microchip law and why the law is
not upheld. She further discussed breeding laws and the lack of
enforcement, requesting clarification on breeding ordinances. She noted it
was disheartening to hear Fox News state we would not reach 90% by 2020
and expressed her concern over that staternent. She does not want all the
work put into reaching that goal to go by the wayside with the entry of our
new administration. Chief Mario D'Agostino assured her it would not, as
that report was made before the new Task Force Team was assigned to the
department. They are committed and have the commitment of City Council,
the Mayor and the City Manager as well. Chief D'Agostino noted there is an
open invitation to City Representatives to tour the shelter and a video tour
can be offered as well. No action taken at this time.

G. Discussion and Action on Curbing Community Cat Intake During Capacity
Periods (Spring/Summer) at the Department of Animal Services

Chair spoke on this item, briefly explaining cat behavior and breeding cycles.
He asked that the City get involved and engage in community cat trapping
for TNR before returning the cats to where they were trapped in an effort to
decrease capacity at the shelter. Regina Wagner disagreed, noting that
winter trapping is a lot of work and cats are not traveling quite as much.
She further explained that Animal Services no longer traps cats and this
program would create much confusion for the public. General discussion on
veterinary staffing, how the program would be publicized and where/when
trapping would take place followed. Claudia Ordaz-Perez requested a list of
concerns and Regina Wagner agreed to create the list.

Dr. Guy Johnsen made a motion to recommend the City engage in
community cat trapping in strategic zip codes from October 1t
through January 31%; Maria Ramirez seconded; Regina Wagner
opposed; motion passed by a 8 to 1 vote.

7. Future Agenda Items
Chair briefly explained that this item will be on each agenda in an effort to

eliminate agenda items flowing in before meetings and allow staff time to
research and provide background studies and reports as appropriate. Future

Paula Powell — Interim Director
5001 Fred Wilson | El Paso, Texas 79906 | (915) 212-7297
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e e e e e ]
agenda items should be brought forward at each meeting by members. Chair
requested ‘discussion and action on the development of by-laws for ASAC’ be
brought forward for inclusion on next month’s agenda. Tabled item ‘discussion
and action on how bite cases are handled at the City shelter’ will return, as will
the animal cruelty registry and breeding laws. As a matter of clarification, Paula
added that a future agenda item does not necessarily indicate it will be brought
back at the next meeting, but at a future meeting. Charlie Moreno requested
an item on officer training received in animal cruelty and neglect cases.

8. Adjournment
Claudia Ordaz-Perez made a motion to adjourn; Regina Wagner seconded; all
member voted in favor, none opposed, and motion passed unanimously.
Meeting was adjourned at 9:04pm.

Prepared by: Misty Monteros

Approved by ASAC Chairman:

/’ e —

CITY CLERK'S DEPT

NOV 02 2017
RECEIVED

Paula Powell — Interim Director
5001 Fred Wilson | El Paso, Texas 79906 | (915} 212-7297
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ASAC 1 Ken Marghario i sfa3famy

1. Disorrssion 20 acfion on e implementafion of 2 Stategic Ptan for ASAC and enleriain 2 mofion to implement 2 Siratege
Regarding Bre shove, abnﬂuﬁtanﬂnbﬂmﬂﬂhmmm&maﬁmwm
facitizle progressen antmal welfars in the commaay.,

| belisve any organizalion, must have a stategy th opersta effeciively and effidently, Wa need to knoo, 25 2 commiltes . and
thosa that we support in the corememity reed to know. .

What is our purposs? Wil do we, 25 a gropp want 1o accomplish? What are the acfions we will take goéing fonward to maike 2
difference in progressive anima] wellars.

i befigve & is imperafive to have B cear mission as] 3 siralegic pian that wa can usa 2s a guidefine, (hat assures we 2re working
an tha righl things, hat will deardy make a difference: In animal welfare.

What are our objeciives? How do we measure our success?

| woudd e to be abie to, a year from now, specifically be ahle to idenfify what we have accomplished as 2 committes, and 25 2
pariner in animal wellare in the community. | would Bke 10 have Animal Senvicas, the Rescues, and the Public, ba zble o cleaty
see a progressive change based on what we do.

To do this, we must have a Strategy Plan and a clear sei of goals and chieciives, and be able to measure what we have
eccomplished.

| know from aftending these meetings as a member of the public, that these has often bean mixed views on mission, mixed
feefings on whal has been accomplished and mixed feslings on what ASAC should priorifize as 3 commitiee.

| know many of you, aside from being on ASAC, contribute in many ways, whether H is in rescue efforts, working with animal
services, the humana society, or in other ways in the cormmunily. | would ke lo sea & way to pull this together in 3 mone
homogenized efiost. | would ke to be able to say with pride, we have been a key player in meeting E] Paso’s 2020 No Kil)
objective. ;

rermmrrssnEerermrriin e aTraTe sreEy Rey

Al & high level, or in simple terms, a siralegy plan requires 5 things:
1. Misslon: Something that states the purpose or goal of sn arganization, *what we want (o do”.
Example: Improve Animal Welfare in the Community
2. Straiegy: A plan, a methodology or an approach lo atfain a specific resuit
Example: Improve Animal Welfare by reducing disease, lm:rea?t?;g sheller live release, reduce euthanasia of healihy enimals.
3. Objectives: Targels, or resulls, that we want to obtaiﬁ ‘based on our aclions.
Example: Live release of 90% by 2020 ‘
4. Actlons: Something done to achieve a result.

Examples: lmprove vaccination programs, improve educalion in the community, Increase spay neuter of feral cals, Improve
Capacity at Animal Services, Increase out of stale transfers increase marketing to increase adoptions, creale partnefships
between animal welfare organizations ele.

5. Measurable Results: Results hat can be quantifiad.

Examples: AS monthly repost on Live Release, Euthanasia and Adoptions. Community vaccinstion programs counling numbers
of incculalions, Measuring lost in care numbers due to lliness at animal services, All of these can show trands that will let us
know if we are getting the job done.

in Summary, | would like our committee lo develop and adopt a siralegy pian to be used as a guideline going forward.

| believe this would give us a mora claar direction for the fulure, and allow us to work more efiiciently, be more progressive, and
be more of a pariner in animal welfare in the community.

So, | would ask that you entertain a motion to develop and implement a Strategic Plan. And also enlastain a motion to meet ana
Saturday in October to develap lhe plan and our fulure objeclives. Thank you!
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Animul Services gave out an “Animal Welfare Survey” 0 o sl

recommending thot

], believe there are, many other things that can be tried to reduce the impounding

of cnimals at animal services. And they need help fram the rescues to, as they are
allion|the front lines: Many times rescues are contacted by pet owners prior to
going/to.animal services maybe rescues can suggest alternatives to surrender

instead of saying “take them to animal services®.

The following are suggestions to take into consideration:

1.- Whenpeaple bring litters.of puppies or kittens to Animal Services. Take the
puppiesibut make|it a requirement that owner must bring the mom to'be spayed.

STOP.the cycle, taking the puppies is just a Band-Aid, get to the root of the

problem; thelintact maleiand female adult dogs.

2.-Invest in'spay/neuter services. For example, the Sacorro clinic, has it been used
effectively:? Isthere enough staffing available, not talking only about vets but

support:staffias.well.
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eppordunity for. educational exposure. Havesmnemﬁumnﬂonmw it
Spaaish at each bus terminal, inside the bus, ar ot the bus stop, people who may
ot bave chanuel 15 can read a brochure or see an eye catching poster-

Use what Is out there already, Best Friends has amazing Public Anmnouncemernt
videas about spay/neuter.

7.- Expand the -Pet retention program. Reducing owner surrender, the program
has to be/a priority and we must be innovative with the sofutions. The program
needs to be resourceful and work with the community (landlords, food pantries,

vet clinics, nelghbors).

For example, the elderly man can’t feed the cat anymore, find out why, is'it
temporary?. Long term? Can we refer him to a food pantry? Can we geta
volunteer ta help him? get him coupons from a pet food retailer? How con we

stop him from surrendering the cat?

8 -instead of expanding the existing shelter...have satellite shelters across the city
that can hold say 50-100 animals. for example, have one in the far east this will

allow,people fram the county and eastside to get easy access to the servic
the holding period then move animals to the large shelter. es. After

Page2of3
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There are so many ideas ond ] just wanted to share q_ﬁw,bemusﬂﬂﬁnkwegd
caught up on blaming animal services but the real issue ore 0 for example, why
are people not coming to look for their pets? why are people relinquishing their
pets? Why are s0 many litters being brought in? The community has to take
responsibility in some way or another otherwise all we ore doing is training the
next generation to continue with the same iresponsible patterns and nothing will
change.
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ANINMAL WELFARE SURVEY
ﬂmm Flease to HELP
7 NV 27201 help us YOU and your pet!

Flease take 2 few moments to complete this sunvey prior to relinquiching your pet.

YOU will REMAIN ANONYMOUS

The purpose of this survey is so that we as 3 cormmunity can help those in need prior to relinquishing
their animalks. Once we understand why animalks are brought here, we can help families keep their
pets in the future.
Please mark all the statements that pertain to your particular situation.

Type of animal oDog cCat ©Bird cFerret ather

You are relinquishing the animal because:

Cannot afford to pay the fee to get animal out of Animal Services.

[m]

o Moving to a place that does not accept pets.

0

Moving out of town and cannot take animal with me.

[m]

Military. Moving, cannot take pet

o

Military. Deployed. cannot find sumeone to take care of pet while in deployment.

o

On & tight budget, cannot afford to feed pet. {lost job, partner lost job, unexpected expenses, etc)

o Animal is sick, cannot pay for veterinary services.

a

Behavioral problems (barks to much, ruining house, ruining yard, soils inside house)

=]

 have several animals and cannot cope anymore.

0 Have 3 new baby, or expecting a baby.

o0 Someone in the househaold is allergic to the animal.

o The animal is pregnant and | cannot afford more animals.
o Found, not mine

o Do not have time to take care of the animal.




You are requesting euthanasia hecause:
0 animalis old and sick r: animal 1s sick 2 Animal is aggressive

0 other. Please explain

Will you be willing to reconsider if help was available? o Yes C No

Thank you for participating in this survey!

>IY CLERK DEPT
'017NOV 2pu2:01
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FOR ALL ANIMALS

Prepared for Sun Gity Cats ATTACHMENT 8
Elizabeth Holtz, Director of Legisiative Affairs

Frequently Asked Questions
Animal Cruelty, Law Enforcement, and Prosecation

What is the link betwecen animal cruelty 2nd violence against people?

Many peer-reviewed studies have confirmed what most of us understand instinctively - there isa
strong link between violence against animals and violence against people. In other words, people
who hurt animals are more likely to hurt people.
Arec there any studies proving this link?
The body of evidence establishing the link between human and animal cruelty is massive. Here
are just a few of these studies:
e “Childhood cruelty toward animals among criminals and noncriminals™ - Study
determined that men convicted of violent crimes were significantly more likely to have
committed animal cruelty as children.

® “Animal cruelty by children exposed to domestic violence™ — Children who witness
domestic violence in their homes are nearly three times more likely to abuse animals than
other children.

® Developmental animal cruelty and its correlates in sexual homicide offenders and sex
offenders® — Subjects with a history of animal cruelty were 11 times more like to have
committed sexual homicide. Further, subjects with higher frequency of animal cruelty
during adolescence were six times more likely to commit sexual homicide.

e Statistical Summary of Qffenders Charged with Crimes Against Companion Animals July

1 Kellert, S. R., & Felthous, A. R. (1985). Childhood cruelty toward animals among criminals and noncriminals,
Human Relations, 38, 1113-1129,

2 Currie, C. L. (2006). Amimal cruelty by children exposed to domestic violence, Child Abuse & Neglect, 30(4), 425-
435.

3 Alys, L., Wilson, J. C,, Clarke, J., & Toman, P. (2009). Developmental animal cruelty and its correlates in sexua$
homicide offendess and sex offenders. [n A. Linzey (Ed.), The link between animal abuse and human violence.
Eastbourne, East Sussex, UK: Sussex Academic Press,



2001-July 2005° - Study conducted by the Chicago Police Department found that 65% of
people arrested for crimes against animals had been previously arrested for battery
against 2 human.

e “Battered pets and domestic violence: Animal abuse reporied by women experiencing
intimate violence and by nonobused womer™ — Women at domestic violence shelters
were almost 11 times more likely to have a partner that hurt or killed their pet than other
women.

Why should animal cruelty by children be treated seriously? They’re just kids.

“Conduct disorder™ is a serious psychiatric syndrome in children and teenagers. Typical
symptoms include lying, physical cruelty, and property destruction. Animal cruelty is one of the
most significant and earliest indicators that a child has or will develop conduct disorder.’

The evidence is so overwhelming that the following proups agree that animal abuse by children
is 2 warning sign of firture violent behavior: the American Psychological Association, the
National Crime Prevention Council, the U1.S. Department of Education, and The National School
Safety Council.’

Why should prosecutoss spend time on animal cruelty? Aren’t resources better spent on
going after “serious” criminals?

We Need to Protect Animals to Protect People

There is a link between human violence and animal cruelty. Animal cruelty is connected to many
fonms of human violence including domestic violence, elder abuse, child abuse, and crimes such
as murder, srson, and rape. One study found that in 88%6 of homes with abused children, animal
abuse or neglect was also occurring.® And a comprehensive study of over 3500 domestic
violence victims across 11 metropolitan cities in the U.S, found that pet abuse was one of only
four significant risk factors for domestic violence among an urban population.®

Psychologists and social workers understand that animal cruelty, domestic violence, elder abuse,
and child abuse intersect. Taking animal cruelty seriously actually puts law enforcement and
prosecutors in a better position to uncover other crimes. Animal abuse is a significant indicator
that there is something wrong in the abuser’s home or life. Sometimes animal cruelty is more

N Degenhardt, B. (2005). Statistical Summary of Offendess Charged with Crimes apainst Companion Animals July
200 -July 2005. Report from the Chicago Police Depanment.

5 Ascione, F. R., Weber, C. V., Thompson, T. M., Heath, 1., Maruyama, M., & Hayashi, K. (2007). Battered pets
and domeslic violence: Animal abuse reporied by women experiencing intimate violence and by nonabused women.
Violence Against Women, 12(4), 354-373.

L) Ascione, F. R. (2001, September). Animal abuse and youth violence. Juvenile Justice Bulletin. Washington, D.C.:
U.S. Depaniment of Justice, Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention.

7 Randour, M. L. (2004). "Including animal cruelty as a factor in assessing risk and designing intetventions.”
Conference Proceedings, Persistently Safe Schools, The National Conference of the Hamillon Fish Institule on
School and Community Violence, Washington, D.C,

: DcViney, E., Dickent, )., & Lockwood, R. (1983). The care of pels within child abusing families. International
Journal for the Study of Amimal Problems, 4, 321-329,

i Walton-Moss, B, J., Manganello, J., Frye, V., & Campbell, J, C. (2005). Risk factors for inlimate partner violence
and associaied mjury among urban women. Journal of Community Health, 30(5), 377-389.



visible to neighbors (such as leaving a dog tethered in the cold) than buman viclence. An animal
contro! officer might be the only person who can uncover other crimes and alert authorities.
A Cydle of Violence

Failing to address animal cruelty today also creates a cycle of future violence. A 2009 study of
the Yink between domestic violence, child abuse, and animal abuse found “a robust link between
wilnessing animal abuse and perpetuating cruelty towards animals. .. Furthermore, individuals
who witnessed animal cruelty were eight times more likely to be pespetrators.™® Children who
are simply present in a violent home are more likely to abuse animals later in life.

‘What'’s the fink between animal cruelty, domestic violence, and elder abnse?

When onc form of abuse is occurring in a household, it’s more likely that other crimes are also
happening. But there are other ways that animal cruelty is connected to abuse. Twelve different
studies have found that between 18% and 48% of female domestic violence victims stay with
their partner because they are worried about the safety of their companion animals.!" Domestic
abusers also use companion animals as pawns to manipulate women. In one study, 71% of
abused women reported that their partners had killed, abused, or threatened to abuse an animal."
In response, more and more domestic violence shelters are creating programs to accommodate
victims® pets,

Similarly, the elderly are easily manipulated by abusers who threaten the safety or care of their
animals. Victims of elder abuse are also more reluctant to accept outside help out of fear that
their companion animal won’t be taken care of. A 2000 survey of adult protective services
caseworkers discovered that 35% of clients reported their companion animals were abused,
killed, or threatened."?

I heard that the FBI now investigates animal eruelty? Is this true?

Generally, no, but it does track it The reason you might have heard about animal cruelty and the
FBI is that in 2016, the FBI started including animal cruelty cases as a Class A felony in its
National Incident Based Reporting System (NIBRS). NIBRS is used by law enforcement
agencies across the country. Before 2016, animal cruelty was considered a lesser offense and put
into a “miscellaneous”™ category. This new calegorization enables officials to track reported cases
of animal cruelty, allowing law enforcement and lawmakers to better understand and effectively
respond to animal abuse, Without good data, it’s difficult to effectively respond.

But the bottom line is that the FBI's decision to include animal cruelty as a Class A felony is an
acknowledgement from our country’s largest criminal justice entities that animal cruelty is a
serious offense. Other Class A felonies include murder, arson, and assault.

With all this evidence sbout the seriousness of animal cruelty, why aren’t more abusers
put in jail?

9 DeGue, S., & DiLillo, D. (2009). Is animal cruelty a “red flag™ for femily violence? Investigating co-pccurring
violence toward children, partners and pets. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 24(6), 1036-1056.

d Ascione, F. R (2007). Emerging research on animal abuse as a risk factor for intimale partner violence. In K.
Kendall-Tackett & 5. Giacomoni (Eds.)}, fitintate parmer violence (pp. 3-1 to 3-17). Kingston, NJ: Civic Rescarch
Institute.

12 Ascione, F. R., Weber, C. V., & Wood, D. S. (1997). The abuse of animals and domestic violence: A national
survey of shelters for women who are battered. Society and Animals, 5(3), 205-218.

B3 Boa, B. W., & Knight, J. C. (2000). Experiences and needs of adult protective services case managers when
assisting clients who have companien animals. Journal of Elder Abuse & Neglect, 12(3/4), 145-155.



Unfortunately, some police departments and prosecutors” offices still don’t go afier animal
abusers either becanse they don™t believe it’s a serions gime or because they lack resources.
Read on (o Icam about ways you can change that in your conanumity?
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Animal Abuse Registries
Frequently Asked Questions
What is an animazl abuse registry?

An animal abuse registry is a list of people who have been convicted of animal cruelty in a
specific city, county, or state. Regisiries differ widely across the country. In Tennessee, the only
stale with an animal abuse registry, the list is published online and open to the public. In New
York City, the list is online but you must work in animal control, sheltering, or rescue to access
it. The length of time that a person remains on the registry or even what crimes result in someone
being added are also different for every registry.

How do abuse registries help shelters and rescue groups?

First and foremost, registries allow shelters and rescue workers to quickly identify if a potential
adopter has been convicted of animal abuse. There is no national database of convicted abusers,
and shelters are unable to easily screen adopters for cruelty. Right now, a person convicted of
animal cruelty could walk into a shelter and adopt an animal.

Lauren Bluestone, director of Nashville’s Metro Animal Care and Control, speaking about
Tennessee’s registry, said, “It’s going to be another useful tool that agencies such as ourselves
can do a little bit more research on individuals we encounter whether it be in the field or
individuals that come to adopt animals."

Who clse does an animal abuse registry help?

Repistries allow pet owners and employers hiring for jobs that work with animals to identify
people who have been convicted of animal cruelty. Similar to other registries, it allows
community members to be better equipped to keep their pets and children safe. Registries
decrease opportunilies for abusers to hurt more animals by decreasing the amount of contact they
have with the animals in their community, in their employment, or in their neighborhood.




Shouldn’t the focus be on rehabilitating offenders or strengthening the existing cruelty
iaws?

Animal abusc registries are one tool in the larger work to end animal cruelty. A registry alone is
not enough. For All Animals strongly supports strengthening current animal cruelty laws,
expanding mental health resources for people who abuse animals, and increasing the prosecution
rate of cruelty cases. But animal abuse registries are something that we can do to immediately
protect animals and humans from people who commit violent acts against animals.

Furthermore, an animal abuse registry makes a strong statement that this kind of behavior is not
accepiable. It’s a step toward the greater goal of communities thoroughly investigating and
prosecuting animal cruelty.

What is the link between people who hurt animals and people who hurt people?

Studies have confirmed what many people understand intuitively — there is a strong link between
violence against animals and violence against people. People who commit violence against
ammals are more likely to be violent with people either at the same time or in the future. Animat
abuse is a serious indicator that there is something else wrong in the home, whether it is a child
committing the abuse who needs psychological intervention, domestic violence, or elder abuse.

Numerous studies have documented that animal abusers are more likely to commit acts of
violence against people. A study by the Chicago Police Depariment found that 65% of people
arrested for crimes against animals had been previously arrested for battery against a human.2{t is
because of this link that the FBI started including animal cruelty cases as Class A felony,
alongside crimes like murder and arson, in its National Incident Based Reporting System.

For more studies and further reading on the link between animal abuse and human violence, see
“Animal Cruelty, Law Enforcement, and Prosecution - FAQs.”

What if a mean ncighbor claims I neglect my dogs and puts me on the registry
fraudulently?

Only convicted animal abusers are put on these registries. And sadly, animal cruelty is so under-
investigated and under-prosecuted that it’s very unlikely that an innocent person would end up
on a registry, As a society, we are not even bringing serious animal abusers to justice.

What other citics or states already have animal abuse registries?

Suffolk County, New York created the first registry in 2010, and Tennessee enacted the first
statewide registry in 2015. The Tenncssee registry only includes people convicted of abuse of
companion animals (cats and dogs). First-time offenders are histed for two years, and a second -
offense results in a five-year posting, Each listing includes a photo of the offender along with

2 Degenhardt, B. 2005. Statisticol Summary of Offenders Charged with Crimes against Componian Animals July 2001-july 2005,
Report from the Chicago Police Department.
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Here is a partial list of other registries.

Seven comnties in New Yark, plus New York City, have animal abuse registries (Albany,
Cattarangus, Nassan, Niagara, Orange, Rockland, and Suffolk counties)

Hillshorough County, Florida (which encompasses Tampa) created an animal abuse
registry in the fall of 2016. People convicted of animal cruelty must register with the
local sheriff’s office, and they are not allowed to buy or adopt cats or dogs.

Cook County, Illinois (the second most populous county in the United States) maintains
an animal abuser registry online. People convicted of animal abuse must register within
five days of the conviction or be fined up to $2000. Convicted abusers who attempt to
adopt or purchase animal may bc fincd up to $5000.

Laredo, Texas became the first city in Texas to create a registry in August 2017.°
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